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 The Program   

McNair Scholars

The Wayne State University McNair Scholars Program was named after Dr. Ronald Erwin McNair. Dr. McNair was the second African American to fly in space. After his death aboard the Challenger, Congress approved funding for the Ronald E. McNair Post-baccalaureate Achievement Program dedicated to the high standards of achievement that had exemplified McNair. 
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The Wayne State University McNair Scholars Program
Purpose: Low-income and first-generation college students from groups traditionally underrepresented at the graduate level are prepared for doctoral study and are encouraged to pursue careers in college teaching and research upon completing their doctorates.
Selection process:  We recruit WSU students from all colleges who have completed their sophomore year of university education, meet eligibility criteria, and show a serious interest in pursuing a doctoral degree.
Program Services:  McNair Scholars receive academic counseling, tutoring, GRE preparation, mentoring and engage in academic research working one-on-one with WSU faculty. They participate in weekly workshops and seminars to enhance study, research writing, communication skills the graduate school application process.
Research:  Students present their research at Wayne State’s Annual Undergraduate Research Conference, WSU Minority Programs Research Conference and they are encouraged to present their findings at various national undergraduate conferences and symposiums and to submit their research articles for publication.
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McNair Scholars Program Director
Joseph Baynesan, ED.S

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the premier edition of the Wayne State University McNair Scholars Research Journal.  The Scholars have worked very hard in completing their projects. They have chosen a path to academic excellence that requires extraordinary commitment and sacrifices. They have proven to us their academic potential and determination to enter into graduate school to pursue a doctoral degree.

The manuscripts included in this journal were reviewed by the full time faculty who mentored the scholars through the research process. These papers represent a professional collaboration that shows the readiness of these Scholars to embark on an academic career in scholarly publishing. 

The completion of this journal is a testament to the tireless work and commitment of our faculty and staff and an illustration of what great things McNair represents.
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Queen Brame Loundmon, Ph.D.

As a graduate of Wayne State University with both a masters and a Ph.D., I was very pleased to have the distinct honor of teaching the Research Methodology Seminar in the McNair Scholars Program.  I certainly did not expect it to develop into such a simply delightful experience, in fact, the best experience I have ever had with college level students.  My two years with McNair have given me the opportunity to work with scholars who are highly motivated, sensitive to the needs of others, caring, loving, giving, academically gifted, and extremely focused.  They are social butterflies who grow more beautiful each time I am in their presence.  They care deeply for each other and demonstrate it in their interactions.  They are also socially well adjusted.  There is truly the atmosphere of family – caring, sharing, protecting – important ingredients for a healthy and happy situation. 

Had I but one piece of advice for my Scholars, it is “Always be who you are because you are beautiful as is.  Stay focused by starting with the end in sight.  Keep your eyes on the prize and engage in research at every opportunity available to you.  Know that I am always here for you; I am just a phone call away or one e-mail from your reach. I love you.  Now, go out into your next phase in the world of academia and give it the very best you have.  It will pay off for you very soon.   Be at peace with whom you are and who you are to become; for it is good.
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Jackson Christopher Bartlett

This McNair sponsored research project actually began in Black Labor History in the Winter of 2008, one year before I was selected for the McNair program. The professor of that class, Dr. David Goldberg, encouraged me to put additional work into a term paper on black history in Inkster, Michigan so that I could submit it to the Association for the Study of African American Life and History’s annual essay contest. I told Dr. Goldberg that I had no idea how to do historical research, and that I was not smart enough to get a Ph.D. He encouraged me to reconsider my writing and critical thinking abilities, and took extra time to train me in the collection of primary source documents over the summer. I won the contest. With his encouragement, my career as a scholar had been initiated. 

With the confidence that I was in fact capable of pursuing a career in research, I approached Dr. Xavier Livermon for an independent study, so that I could move onto my next project which eventually transformed into the paper published in this journal. Soon after, I applied for the McNair program. Having successfully completed my second project with Dr. Livermon, what I have gained most from McNair is its formalization and intensification of the mentorships I had begun to build prior to applying for the program. 

My first mentor selected me, I selected my second mentor, and both of these relationships have transformed my life. As a result of their commitment to my success not only have I learned how to conduct quality research, but I have received so many career and educational opportunities because of the networking these relationships have afforded me. Because of my relationship with Dr. Goldberg I was able to secure a research assistantship as an undergraduate. Dr. Livermon has introduced me to countless top scholars in my field who will be reviewing my graduate applications in 2011. I never could have imagined applying to Yale or USC without the support of these two faculty, and that level of mentoring was made possible by the logistical and financial backing of the McNair program.

Queering the Apartheid City:  Racial Liberalism and Detroit’s Suburban Gayborhood
SCHOLAR:  

Jackson Christopher Bartlett

MENTOR:  

Xavier Livermon, Ph.D

DEPARTMENT:
Africana Studies
In June of 2008 black and white queer activists marched down Woodward Avenue and across Detroit’s historic and still prescient racial dividing line, Eight Mile Road. Participants in the Building Bridges March hoped to demonstrate a commitment to racial reconciliation within the mainstream gay and lesbian civil rights movement by crossing from city to suburb, from black neighborhood to white. I marched with them, covering the event for Make/Shift, a feminist magazine out of Los Angeles. Eight Mile Road is halfway between Palmer Park, where the march began, and downtown Ferndale where the last leg of the march kicked off Motor City Pride, the region’s largest and the nation’s only suburban pride festival. As we approached Eight Mile from the Detroit side an unusually cold wind whipped across Woodward, and march leaders led chants about diversity and inclusion despite the roar of fast-moving traffic. A white high-school student from suburban Livonia shouted, “honk for diversity!” at passing cars. Implicit in the Building Bridges March was that traveling into the urban jungle and back again en masse proved that white activists were finally acting on their commitment to diversify the gay and lesbian civil rights movement. Despite this and many other symbolic demonstrations of “unity” planned mostly by white, suburban activists, the racial apartheid deeply inscribed and reproduced by the geography of the metropolis has gone largely unchallenged by these same individuals and organizations. 



A tri-level concrete interchange at Eight Mile Road and Woodward Avenue, at the center of the region, divides the Motor City’s eighty-five percent black, five-percent Hispanic, and otherwise mostly immigrant population from Ferndale, a tiny working and middle-class bedroom suburb less than four percent black.
 Eight Mile’s ten lanes of landscaped grade-level highway shield affluent suburbanites from Detroit’s crumbling and poorly lit streets, massive unemployment, and high crime from the fruits of the city’s decline—the affluent, low-density suburbs spreading across seven Michigan counties. No less importantly, this sea of concrete limits pedestrian and even automotive crossings. To get from Detroit to the northern suburbs in a car one must cross via one of three expressways or navigate a complicated median crossing (the “Michigan left”) at each mile. Pedestrian crossings are provided at these same few points along the road. The “Eight Mile Wall,” as the interchange and highway are referred to locally, is not only at the center of a sprawling metropolitan region but is also at the crossroads of a major social divide, and is itself a technology of racial segregation. 



A divide between Detroit’s white and black queer organizations follows the stark residential segregation characterizing the region. The white organizations who planned and were represented at the march are all located far from downtown, mostly around Ferndale, and only one is located south of Eight Mile. The Triangle Foundation, still 12 miles from downtown, is the only major queer organization in Southeastern Michigan to make Detroit proper its base, while nearly all black queer organizations are located in the city. Since 2000 the mainstream gay civil rights movement has concentrated its consumption and political efforts in Ferndale and nearby Royal Oak, and a marginalized black queer body politic has consolidated and strengthened in Detroit. As these movements have gained visibility and momentum, racial segregation has become less taken for granted. Tensions erupted in 2006 after Affirmations Gay and Lesbian Community Center, located on Nine Mile Road in downtown Ferndale, fired one black staffer and another resigned. The former employees contended that the firing was the result of pervasive racist attitudes held by board members and the center’s Executive Director. She and Affirmations strongly denied that race had anything to do with the firing, and held that the center had always been welcoming to all members of the community. Black and white community groups, employees, and former users of the center were galvanized and took sides in a four-year struggle to challenge the status quo of racial exclusion in the mainstream queer movement.2


At the center of that struggle were public efforts by Affirmations and the Triangle Foundation, both mostly white and male organizations in 2006, to understand and address the racism they weakly admitted may or may not have pervaded their movement. The Triangle Foundation underwent a massive and public restructuring, replacing staff and adjusting roles, responsibilities, and methods to become more “responsive” to communities of color surrounding them not only socially, but physically in the black poor and working class neighborhoods surrounding their far northwest Detroit office.3 Affirmations, more quietly, formed the Multi-Cultural Advisory Committee, an internal focus group of sorts charged with examining and developing the center’s ability to serve a diverse population.4 Both looking inward to examine organizational structures and practices which may serve to exclude people of color, and “reaching out to the community” (read: engaging people of color), these organizations publicly activated a liberal racial discourse of fairness and inclusion, which embraced a hearts-and-minds approach to coalition-building but which also served to obscure the larger problem of white power and privilege reproduced by the dynamic and racialized local geography. Their efforts culminated in 2008 with the Building Bridges March. That same year the Hope Fund, an endowed fund at the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan designed to address Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender issues, changed focus. Adding the “Racial Equity Initiative,” the CFSEM chose to redirect all Hope Fund grants to LGBT organizations of color to “to strengthen the organizational capacity and support the leadership of LGBTQ people of color organizations, projects and individuals.”5 The Hope Fund’s Racial Equity Initiative, local white activists argued, served as yet another tangible demonstration of their commitment to diversity and inclusion. With help from the Hope Fund, black queer organizations in the city could be “brought up to the level of the white organizations,” something whites perceived was the answer to years of black exclusion from the mainstream movement.6


The efforts of whites to diversify and “be more responsive”7 had thus taken an interesting turn by May of 2009 when the Racial Equity Initiative was announced. Now the priorities and organizing strategies of black organizations would be related to the money a large local non-profit, one which had worked closely with white queer organizations for years, was offering. While white queer organizations and the Community Foundation set the agenda for inter-racial coalition-building in the region, queer African-Americans involved in city-based efforts had varied responses. Black Pride Society, host of the region’s massive black pride festival Hotter Than July, heard little from Triangle and Affirmations, and its membership was relatively divided on how to proceed with the coalition-building strategies those two organizations were promoting. Moreover, their involvement in the Hope Fund was limited, with some members complaining that the non-profit model pushed by the CFSEM failed to accommodate the contingencies an all-volunteer staff demanded of BPS. Small groups that were targeted by the Racial Equity Initiative, on the other hand, were heralded as models of how white intervention could rescue black organizations from a tired grassroots model focused only on community-building and AIDS education, and not on important legislative issues like marriage and adoption. 



The mainstream movement’s liberal approach to inter-racial coalition-building in metropolitan Detroit follows broader white political trends in the last sixty years. Since the rise of racial liberalism after WWII whites have increasingly approached racial segregation non-reflexively; the technologies of racism, patriarchy, and uneven development  (particularly those which are geographically inscribed) are obscured, estranged from one another, and mystified to complicate and undermine remediation. The potent challenges to white supremacy and social power imbalances erected in the late sixties and early seventies have been replaced in the mainstream political arena by a deadly and ironic mixture of color and class-blind understandings of inequality and a strong sense that “society and politics,” as Robert Self contends, “should be organized around individual people rather than groups or classes.”8  Critiques of liberal racial politics, however, often fail to engage the communities offering strong counterpoints themselves. Similarly, few studies of black queer experiences and politics have engaged the phenomenon of white racial liberalism. Marlon Bailey’s critical ethnography of Ballroom culture in Detroit, while offering groundbreaking conclusions regarding black queer identity formation and cultural labor within the urban ghetto and within a global diaspora, fails to situate its subjects in the vast and dynamic metropolis extending beyond the ghetto. In Metropolitan Detroit, black and white queer geographies are mutually constitutive and interactive; neither the rise of the white, affluent, and suburban queer body politic, nor the consolidation and strengthening of black queer politics in the city in the last several years, can be understood without considering them together. 


I argue that the inter-racial (specifically black-white) coalition-building efforts of queer activists in Metropolitan Detroit are overlooking the uneven geographic development and strictly enforced residential segregation which constitutes the rift in the first place. By welcoming diversity, “attending one another’s barbeques,”9 and obtaining a racial balance with organization staff, white organizations are avoiding their own privilege and refusing to consider the deep political (rather than merely cultural) differences which are not always reconcilable between white affluent and poor black community groups. Ferndale’s rise from suburban working-class obscurity to become one of the Midwest’s gay and lesbian cultural centers is taking place within a racial and economic context replete with counter-spaces and controversies, and it is in those counter-spaces and controversies where we might advance a more accurate and comprehensive queer, feminist, anti-racist, and anti-capitalist critique than that which has been offered previously. 

Fashioning “Fashionable Ferndale”:  Queer Place-Making and Racial Exclusion 



Liberal racial discourses, because they focus primarily on the individual, minimize the structural and emphasize the personal. Since the Great Depression, whites have used these discourses to shape metropolitan politics, managing to obfuscate even the spatial evidence of the their privilege and power in the city. Detroit’s decline is mystified and deemed inevitable, while suburban success is attributed to choice and the forces of the free market.10 The character of a place is assumed at once to be inherent, and not attributable to a desire on the part of metropolitan residents to produce space unevenly. This willful geographic ignorance under-girds white queer attempts at increasing the diversity of the mainstream movement without challenging urban apartheid. At the same time as these activists sweep matters of urban inequality under the rug, they are actively engaged in mediating “cultural differences” and are producing a racially segregated “gayborhood” in suburban Detroit. 



Metropolitan Detroit is the only major city whose most well-known pride festival is hosted in a suburban municipality, more than nine miles from downtown. Ferndale, home to Motor City Pride, is heralded as the new gay and lesbian cultural hub of the region:  Detroit’s Castro. A mere 3.84 percent black (as of the 2000 census) and solidly middle and working class, Ferndale abuts neighborhoods on the opposite side of Eight Mile Road which are desperately poor and are nearly all black and immigrant except for the relatively stable and upper-middle class Palmer Woods just west of Woodward.11 As in the gentrified gay spaces of other major cities such as East Lakeview, Chicago, or Philadelphia’s Washington Square, the glitz and glamour along Ferndale’s tiny downtown strip, Nine Mile Road, is primarily a site of consumption. Affirmations Gay and Lesbian Community Center anchors the three-block stretch, and the commercial district tapers in each direction with a mixture of loft apartments, boutique shops, salons, and bars. Ferndale differs from its larger national counterparts not only in scale or because of its location outside of the city proper, but also in terms of design. On all four sides of the two-story downtown are small single-family homes, mostly ranches and bungalows on postage-stamp lawns. The city’s few small neighborhoods are exclusively single-use. This low-density suburban planning makes Ferndale a decidedly unique, if predictable, “gayborhood” for metropolitan Detroit.  


 
Most of Ferndale remains white working and middle-class families and singles; as in other gay neighborhoods, the center serves as a cultural service to many outside of the neighborhood, and is marked more commercially than residentially. In any case, the message in this up-and-coming town is clear:  Ferndale is changing, and a new kind of person is going to lay claim to the space. But as Ferndale’s property values rise (or decline at a decreasing rate and more slowly relative to the surrounding communities due to a recent national economic crisis) and downtown becomes increasingly more colorful and busy, the metropolitan superstructure which reproduces volatile social inequity remains intact. Ferndale rises in popularity among Detroit’s white suburbs and large, well-funded organizations lead the charge there for marriage equality as Highland Park has turned off all street lights on its north-south streets, HIV/AIDS rates skyrocket among Detroit’s population at-large (and much more strongly among the black MSM population), and schools where anti-bullying legislation sought by the Triangle Foundation would be implemented are in the throes of their second district-wide state take-over in a decade. The politics of queer coalition are playing out across this racialized and oppositional geography where it is abundantly clear that the success of white suburbia, as the Kerner Commission famously stated after the 1967 Detroit Rebellion, “is implicated in the ghetto.”12


Ferndale could fit neatly into traditional analyses of queer space. Early queer geographers made gentrifying, gay, white, male urban spaces such as the Castro and Manchester’s Gay Village the primary subject of study, honing in on the ways in which white gay men used spatial conquest to construct identities and obtain citizenship in the metropolis. Lawrence Knopp, David Bell, Jon Binnie, and Gill Valentine among others, offered implicitly white critiques of queer space, however, which failed to account for the multiple nodes of group identity which vary across space, particularly outside of the “gay ghetto,” a small and rare place indeed. While these scholars produced groundbreaking conclusions about the relationship between place, group identity, and citizenship, their conspicuous and tiresome omission of race obscures a significant portion of queer politics, experience, and the city itself. Those spaces and people which do not fit within the gay neighborhoods of the global city, and which lie at the multiple interstices of race/ethnicity, gender, class, and sexuality are more common, and it is in this theoretical and geographical space where the field may be advanced. Indeed, many of the concepts and theories developed by Knopp, Bell, Binnie, Valentine, and others are well suited to the intersectional approach called for by Natalie Oswin and other more recent queer theorists.13 This makes their omission of race all the more suspicious, but the project of black queer geographies better primed with their models and tools of analysis available.  



At Motor City Pride in 2009, Craig Covey approached the microphone at the main stage and announced that he run for a second term as the mayor of Ferndale. Covey was elected Michigan’s first openly gay mayor in 2006, and has played a major role in Ferndale’s continued transformation into a hip, gay and lesbian commercial center. Like other suburban cities in the region in the last decade, Ferndale departed from earlier suburban trends emphasizing sameness and quiet isolation, recognizing that it could capitalize on difference by providing cultural services to the region that other cities could not. Ferndale, as Bell and Binnie have described other themed gay villages, had “woven [sexual citizenship] into the tournament of urban entrepreneurialism.”14 Marketing a place based on the human identities of those who allegedly live there, they contend, requires boundaries to be drawn which make those identities more concise. Through this process some are excluded, others are awarded citizenship as they are brought into the fold of the spatial project. Bell and Binnie only discuss this insofar as sexual others are excluded from that project, however, and fail to consider the ways in which the concise, homosexual identity that has been commodified by the state to market a given city or neighborhood rests on an assumed whiteness.15 In other words, that the gay identities, which are used to promote a space, product, or lifestyle, are explicitly white has gone almost entirely overlooked. In “Geographies of Sexualities,” Valentine and Binnie discuss the myriad ways sexual dissidents are excluded from queer citizenship via the spatial practices of dominant groups, and again completely omit race as playing a role in the exclusive tendencies of gay neighborhood formation or even third-world sex-tourism.16 Their emphasis on sexual others (emphasizing how gay gentrification tends to drive sexual deviants underground while promoting a specific model queer citizen) turns a blind eye to the palimpsest of urban space. In Ferndale race, class, sexuality, and gender overlap to produce at once a complicated socio-spatial reality, and a carefully crafted identity which serves to market the space as desirable. 



Homonormativity is determined as much by race, class, and gender as it is around sexual mores. This is as much the result of urban political economy as it is whites’ social desires to keep blacks out of their neighborhoods. Gentrification and any re-negotiation of urban space require connections and capital. While Ferndale may have developed partially in response to queer desires for a place of their own, it is also, as Knopp argues thoroughly in his work on gay community development, unachievable without high levels of capital investment.17 Many affluent and powerful white gays and lesbians in the region (as well as those who view the project as profitable) have invested in Ferndale to produce a commodity that is consumable not only for other queer citizens, but by the larger regional population. Local entrepreneurs have saturated the small town with various businesses and organizations renting space and catering to gays and lesbians. Same-Sex Insurance and Same-Sex Realty, Paramount Bank, the Metropolitan Community Church of Detroit, Just 4 Us, and countless clubs, salons, and restaurants have made significant capital investments to make Ferndale a major site of consumption after two decades of severe commercial decline. 



The capital-intensive processes which drive gentrification for white queers in suburban Detroit have not escaped the political economy guiding other urban projects. Nonetheless, many white suburbanites contend that the old political economy can be thrown out for a new spatial identity. Indeed, many already perceive Ferndale to be a racially diverse space. When asked if Ferndale’s white suburban status stressed race relations in the local population, a lesbian musician living in Royal Oak first strongly argued no. Ferndale is so nicely situated between Royal Oak and Detroit,” she maintained, “I mean Ferndale is the bridge between Detroit and that community”—she stammered, “There’s always gentri-… I mean, often, not always, queer come in and pick up on an area and I think it can build bridges because it’s more integrated than Royal Oak. I still think it has a ways to go.” She assumed the racial transition from white to black as one travels south along Woodward was gradual, rather than abrupt as the census data shows, and her uncomfortability with the question suggests that she had not quite considered whether or not Ferndale was actually diverse. One Ferndale resident, a program officer for the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan, argued intensely that Ferndale is diverse because the school district is around forty percent black.18 While Michigan’s School of Choice policy has allowed for many black residents of Detroit and the suburbs to attend previously all-white schools outside of their own mostly black districts, census block data again demonstrates extreme residential segregation between Detroit and Ferndale, as well as within Ferndale’s city limits.19 For them, Ferndale’s queered identity suggests its de-racialization as well. Ferndale’s gentrification, however, remains subject to a racialized market for homes and commercial space, making black entry into a historically racially exclusive suburb difficult, even if white promoters are suggesting that it is no longer racially exclusive because it is now a “gay space.” Moreover, with less access to capital, and fewer human resources at the governmental level, black queers as a group are much less able to coordinate such place-making processes in Detroit. Thus the boundaries of the queer body politic are not only being drawn around sexual habits in Ferndale, but indeed around race. Black queers are excluded from homonormativity as it is solidified around the production of a queer space. 

On many occasions white activists admitted that there is a stark racial divide at Eight Mile (and other boundaries between Detroit and it’s western suburbs) but considered it a permanent feature of the landscape, one that does not need to be addressed in order to remedy racial division between queer groups. While the former leader of a major queer organization admitted that, “getting the gay card doesn’t mean that you have the full diversity card or the full equality card,” she muted the importance of residential segregation in the region immediately after:

“Even though there’s a geographic divide I think the fact that we have supported one 

another and have enough trust in one another to begin doing some deeper work of connecting our communities, we’re going to start to hear more about each-other’s lives… When that level of relationship-building happens we can learn about what’s happening to each-other across the difference and mental divides [emphasis mine] in the area.”20
A participant and local activists at MCP 2008 felt similarly. “It shouldn’t just be a pride march,” she argued, “we need to have regular trips down [to Detroit] or events that are kind of either side of Eight Mile or just around there.”21 The emphasis for both white activists was on working around residential segregation, not challenging it. The racial divides in the region are generally not considered human creations and, when they are, whites are reluctant to consider that it can or should ever be changed. Their reliance on liberal conceptions of racial segregation; namely, that regional inequality is the inevitable product of the free market and that the only obstacles to overcome are personal hatreds and prejudices, releases white activists from their own privilege and complacency to racial apartheid. “Attending one another’s barbeques,” and “coming down here more often,” as two whites put it, is a much easier approach to racial reconciliation than committing to fight housing discrimination, police brutality, HIV/AIDS, and the underdevelopment of the city.22

Building Bridges:  Making Segregation Work in Metropolitan Detroit


The metaphor of “building bridges” that white activists used for the march in 2008 can be extended to the general approach they have taken to build an inter-racial coalition since 2006. The goal of most of Triangle and Affirmations’ efforts has largely been to connect the affluent white suburbs to the black urban ghetto rather than challenge extreme segregation itself. By diversifying staff at both organizations and providing multi-cultural programming at MCP, Affirmations, and other events, they hope to respond to the needs of a wider constituency, and to invite marginalized groups to participate in the mainstream movement. The accounts of less active white suburban queers echo the sentiment of these organizations, as they promote crossing Eight Mile more often and perhaps even attending one another’s pride festivals.  


Major contradictions are limiting white efforts at building coalition. First, their attempts are unsolicited. White organizations have decided that having multiple queer organizations which are racially identifiable and two pride celebrations, one black and one white, indicates personal prejudice and not serious differences between politics and organizing strategies. Although willing to accept that individualized white racism has contributed greatly to this schism in the past, there is little effort taking place to identify the purposes of black organizations, events, and strategies. Black activists, it is assumed, formed their own organizations primarily because they were excluded from white organizations until recently. Second, the agenda for coalition has been carefully crafted by organizers at the Triangle Foundation and Affirmations without soliciting some of the largest and most well-known black organizations. While S.P.I.C.E. and KICK are consistently cited as the two black organizations most involved in the process, both groups have decided to accept the non-profit model pushed by the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan. Both organizations, while popular, are small and have close ties to Affirmations. Much larger organizations such as Black Pride Society (host of one of the nation’s largest black pride festivals) and AIDS Partnership Michigan are excluded from the process despite having the broadest reach into Detroit’s black same-gender-loving and queer communities. 


Doreen Massey argues in Space, Place, and Gender that the articulation of identity varies across not only time, but space. The importance of this assertion lies, she argues, in that it “underlines the necessity for a thoroughgoing theoretical anti-essentialism… The demonstration of geographical variation adds yet another element to the range of arguments that [gender] is socially constructed.” Just as “to me masculine in the Fens is not the same as in Lancashire,” to be queer in Oakland County is not the same as to be queer in Detroit.23 Race, class, gender, sexuality, and location all serve to constitute the human geographies under consideration, and given the strong race, class, and locational differences between Ferndale-based activists and those rooted in black efforts in Detroit, different political priorities, social behaviors, and organizing strategies have developed. 


Hotter Than July, hosted by Black Pride Society, is one of the largest black pride celebrations in the Midwest. Held in Detroit’s Palmer Park, north of Six Mile Road between Woodward Avenue and Pontchartrain Boulevard, HTJ bears little resemblance to Motor City Pride, just 3 miles north. First, the festival is held in truly public space. The city does not participate other than to grant the appropriate permits for use of the park, and no barricades, fencing, or gates are constructed. Indeed, city residents accustomed to cruising along Merrill Plaisance are thrown off by the throngs of thousands of pride participants the last week of July. It is unclear to many unfamiliar with the local queer scene that a highly organized festival is taking place, except for the thousands of people barbequing, pitching tents, drinking, sitting on the hoods of cars, and the two main tents in the distance. Black Pride Society hires private security, and everyone is on alert for trouble with the police, despite the permits and even a regular visit from the mayor. In contrast, Motor City Pride is a Ferndale event. In 2008 MCP employed images of gay ghettos to advertise the event as inclusive and open. “Holding a pride event ‘on the streets’ versus a contained arena,” the sponsors packet reads, “solidifies the notion of LGBT people as active parts of the larger community.”24 Ironically, the city cordons off the entire downtown strip, including portions of Planavon and Allen Roads, limiting entry to several gates. Each gate is monitored by local volunteers, such as the Metropolitan Community Church of Detroit (a denomination serving a mostly white LGBT population in Ferndale), and a donation of five dollars is strongly encouraged. Once participants make a donation or awkwardly explain that they cannot or will not, they receive a sticker. In 2008, local sponsors Same Sex Loans and Same Sex Insurance were printed on the sticker. In 2009, after several sponsors had discontinued their funding because of plummeting profits, they read simply, “Motor City Pride.”


Inside the festival and along Nine Mile Road were mostly vendors. Although AIDS Partnership Michigan, the R.E.C. Boyz (a black, Detroit-based HIV/AIDS peer education group), and two other black queer organizations were represented along with Triangle, Michigan Equality, and several white non-profits, corporate vendors dominated the concourse in 2008. An entire block of Allen Road was dedicated to General Motors, with multiple cars on display. Troy Avenue was lined with other auto companies, including Ford, its Volvo subsidiary, and GM’s Saab division. Next to an organizer for Michigan Equality asking passers-by to sign petitions were corporate sponsors asking gays and lesbians to apply for employment, enter raffles for new cars, or purchase one on site. Motor City Pride in 2008 was more a site of consumption than a site of political liberation; as such, it no doubt reads as unwelcome to those who are least able to consume. A few weeks after MCP American Public Media’s Marketplace segment ran a story on the event during rush hour. Stuck in traffic on I-96 I heard Kyle Norris report, “Gay people are a marketer’s dream. You’ve got a very high disposable income… and a loyalty factor that most people would kill for.” General Motors had even kicked off Pride by sponsoring a speed-dating session in its new vehicles. Gay and lesbian singles sat in new GM vehicles for four minutes, getting to know potential same-sex mates with the blessing of one of the largest corporations in the world. “These cars are sweet,” Norris reported, “They include a Saturn Vue, a Saab 9-3 convertible, and a Cadillac Escalade.”25 It is likely that poor blacks living in Detroit would get little out of such an event, and may even feel quite out of place. While obviously not excluded entirely from capital circuits, and consumers themselves, those living at or near the poverty level are largely excluded from the mainstream movement’s particular brand of consumerism involving real-estate investments, luxury cars, and global travel.


The event was staged almost exactly as it was in 2008 in 2009, with the main stage and gate on the East, two other gates along Nine Mile, and the final gate on the western edge. The previous year there were six gates, in 2009 only four.  Organizations were set up along Nine Mile from the main stage to Allen Road, and beyond Allen Road were stationed most of the vendors. Murmurs of funding cuts from the big three automakers could be heard throughout the day, and the festival was absent the entire Troy Avenue concourse of auto vendors. A fat white drag queen named Trixie was emceeing the event, and provided comic relief between speakers, bands, and other performers on the main stage. Her performance was amateur, but her long history and close connections to the community seemed to be appreciated very much by the audience. Her routine was dominated by contentious gay clichés regarding fashion, “drama,” and taste. She made more than one joke at the expense of Detroit proper. When making a threat in jest to one of the audience members, she said, “I’ll cute you honey. No wait, I’m from Detroit, I’ll shoot you.” Some laughed nervously. The audience was relatively mixed; mostly white, but there were more black participants than the year before. Again, Black Pride Society was not represented along the main concourse of organizations. Despite the less obvious role of the auto industry in the festival, its consumer nature was much the same.  


At Hotter Than July, the only vendors were local non-profits and community organizations, including most of the white organizations. Affirmations and Triangle staff tabled at the main tent for the duration of the event although, unlike most other organization staff, almost never left their tables. 
No corporate sponsors were present, as Black Pride Society receives nearly all of its funding from local businesses and individuals.26 The events at Hotter Than July actually span an entire week, whereas MCP is a one-day event. On Sunday, the Ruth Ellis March and Birthday Party kicked off the event, and was followed by a Wednesday art show, candlelight vigil on Thursday, a black same-gender-loving authors conference on Friday, and finally the main event, the Palmer Park Picnic, and a jazz and soul brunch Saturday and Sunday, respectively. Nearly every night was punctuated by a special HTJ after-party at one of many clubs around the area. 


There were some negative aspects of maintaining such openness for the Palmer Park Picnic. The main sidewalk proved more threatening than the area around the main stage and vendors’ tent, as more than once young men, some of them minors, and I had to fend off johns cruising us throughout the park. The R.E.C. Boyz, all between the ages of thirteen and twenty-four, joked repeatedly about avoiding the woods located just behind their tent, implying that this space still served as a cruising space. Given the dense concentration of friends and the family-like atmosphere of the festival, however, the threat proved more of a nuisance to me and the other young men than an actual danger. At MCP most people kept to themselves or their own small group as they browsed vendors, and there was no public space for sitting of picnicking, only businesses and Affirmations’ small upper deck available only to organizers and accessible only from inside the building. At HTJ, despite more than twenty-five thousand attendees on Saturday, it seemed as if everyone knew one another. One member of BPS explained HTJ as more integrated with the larger black community than MCP integrates itself with white suburbia:


You’ll find if you go to Black Pride that it’s a picnic, it’s more a community oriented thing. You don’t feel like you’re just a tourist dropping through, but you’re caught up in the whole sense of community history. Most places where you find communities of color are like that. It’s the dual thing—you have gay pride, but your own culture, so I think most people of color’s prides are very different than the general pride.27

In 2008 the Building Bridges March, part two of which ended at HTJ, conflated tensions between activists on either side of Eight Mile Road and illustrated white activists reluctance to take seriously the priorities and preferences of their friends in Detroit. According to the president of Black Pride Society and co-director of AIDS Partnership Michigan, Black Pride Society was merely informed that the Building Bridges March would be taking place, and although a small, black, lesbian support group which regularly meets at Affirmations was encouraged to participate in planning the event, Black Pride Society was not consulted. The president acknowledged the need for racial reconciliation, and even endorsed a march, explaining that some BPS board members even participated; however, it was clear that many at BPS felt as if their input was unimportant to the white organizations:


I have no problem with the march happening, but they’re marching on the day we’re 

having our candlelight vigil, which really is a spiritual event to honor the people who’ve made their transition from HIV/AIDS or breast cancer within the African American same-gender-loving community. The only issue we have has to do with the day that they want to do the march. I really did not want the spirit of the [vigil] infringed upon or disrupted.28
It was evident that many viewed the Building Bridges March as a white event, planned and executed by the large white organizations and hardly a matter of choice.29 Although event planners and BPS eventually came to an agreement about the march taking place at the vigil, the BPS board

Thought that [the vigil] was really our event, and they need to be talking to us about how they’re going to come into our event. The intent, I thought, behind the building bridges march—there has to be a middle ground here. There’s no reason why they can’t be respectful, but sometimes you have to say, “this is what our event means to us. We’re happy to have you join it, but here’s how you need to join it.”30
Triangle and Affirmations did reach out to Black Pride Society early on when it was time to start seeking volunteers for Motor City Pride. According to another black activists who sits on the board not only of BPS, but Affirmations and Motor City Pride, in 2007,

everybody had to be [at MCP]. Staff had to volunteer their time, board members too. But for Hotter Than July, which is the picnic that we have, they send two staff people. That piece of “being a part of it” wasn’t there. So some of us have said, “you know, you should come check it out.”31
She laughed. That these organizations were much better represented at Hotter Than July may indicate a slow change in relations. In 2009 the Victim Services Coordinator at Triangle approached the Black Pride Society table at Hotter Than July to ask if there had been any issues with the police, the city, or passers-by. For Triangle, it was important to keep a strong record of any incidents that may have occurred so that she could follow-up legally later on. Victim services is perhaps the most responsive department of the foundation; many of their cases are in Detroit proper and other otherwise underserved poor parts of the region. 


The Triangle Foundation has been less interested, however, in considering how its political priorities are more relevant to affluent white populations than the Detroit residents who approached their table at Hotter Than July. Their policy director considers anti-bullying legislations (Matt’s Safe School’s Law), marriage equality, job discrimination, military, adoption, and hate crimes legislation the most important issues for all LGBT people. While the website also includes “discrimination,” generally, and coming out, HIV/AIDS, and domestic violence in Triangle’s list of priorities, these are almost never mentioned and were not listed as priorities by the policy director. When asked if Triangle has reached out to Detroiters not only to ask them to help with current priorities, but to find out what their priorities are, she seemed confused and simply reiterated that Triangle has decided that these priorities were appropriate given current events and the needs of LGBT people. When asked what the next priorities would be if Triangle were to succeed with one or two pieces of legislation, she said they would simply move to enforcement, refusing to acknowledge that any other political priorities may even exist for queer people of any color, class, or gender.32 A former director of the foundation, having been asked the same question a year earlier, while leading a major organizational restructuring to be more responsive to “the community,” as she put it, responded:

My hope is that we do have some true cultural change and openness rather than hoping that somebody who comes in that is different simply assimilates… But all of the organizations involved in the march, we all have our own journey of realizing how much difference we can handle.33

Another indication that white organizations in Michigan are moving forward with liberal notions of unity, but little regard for differences is the HOPE Fund. Started in 1994 by the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan, the fund is an endowment which “provides grants and technical assistance to nonprofit organizations serving the LGBT community.”34 The fund is largely the result of an initial gift from retired Ford Vice-Chairman Allan Gilmour, who came out after leaving the company. In 2007, staff and the CFSEM board recognized that while initial grants from the fund had a major impact on large, now well-established organizations such as Affirmations, smaller “more diverse” organizations were not applying for grants. The HOPE Fund subsequently applied for funding from the Arcus Foundation (a national LGBT foundation based in Kalamazoo, Michigan and New York City) and the Funders for Lesbian and Gay Issues. CFSEM received $150,000 between the two organizations to be used for the Racial Equity Initiative over a three year period. The purpose of the REI was to identify not only the needs of organizations run by people of color, but also why they were not applying to the HOPE Fund thirteen years after its inception. According to the CFSEM’s 2009 official request for proposals, the initiative is designed to offer training opportunities “in order to help position them to apply to the HOPE Fund for grants.” The promotional video the CFSEM has posted on their website focuses special attention on KICK, a local black organization that received funding as a result of the initiative. The executive director is featured excitedly showing CFSEM staff around their new office.35 


Despite this positive development in Detroit’s philanthropic community, the language and approach used by CFSEM staff and others is making some black queer activists nervous. The Vice-President of BPS worried that spending so much time training to meet IRS requirements for non-profits or spending time developing intricate evaluation methods, meeting procedures, and strategic plans would distract from the work the organization is able to do now; namely, organize one of the largest black prides in the country and flexibly respond to the social and support needs of the community. That BPS consists of “volunteers who all have day jobs” makes it difficult to meet the requirements that the philanthropic sector places on small organizations. Triangle’s paid staff can take time out of their work-day to negotiate and address the exigencies of non-profit status; if an organization’s paid fund developers can raise enough cash, they can even hire staff to deal exclusively with the IRS and investment firms which manage their endowments. For smaller grassroots organizations, however, spending such time on these matters is a much larger drain on the amount of time spent organizing. The CFSEM sees non-profit status and all that comes with it as the “next-level” for these new organizations.36 Many white organizers and CFSEM staff seem to wish to retire the tired model of grassroots activism only to replace it with a largely ineffective but self-sustaining non-profit model.  

The liberal language used at these organizations, emphasizing openness and multiculturalism, “building bridges” and working around segregation, persistently releases them from considering differences. Marlon Bailey’s groundbreaking ethnography of Ballroom Culture in Detroit revealed just some of what Triangle, Affirmations, and other organizations have been avoiding. While the study is limited to discussions at both maximum and minimum scales, (the global black Diaspora and local black neighborhoods and the black city), it has applications for something between the global and the neighborhood. Ballroom is an alternative kinship network through which black queers perform sexuality, gender, and family in periodic social events called balls. At a ball, house members “walk the runway” to demonstrate their skills in one of many categories. This social phenomenon was also explored, less in depth, in the film “Paris is Burning.” In “Labor of Diaspora,” Bailey argues that poor queers living in Detroit’s black ghetto, marginalized both within the white nation as black subjects, but also within the black Diaspora itself as queer, have produced minoritarian spheres—safer, alternative spaces providing relief from the heterosexist space of the black city.37 But this sphere is also situated in a diverse major metropolis where nearly every nation is represented, and where a black-white power differential is a major, visible part of everyday life. While Bailey considers how Balls and Houses are manifestations of the performance labor required to solidify alternative kinship networks in the city, the publicly held Hotter Than July festival, situated in relative opposition to a white festival only three miles away, is also a manifestation of that labor. In fact, for the first time, a public ball was held at Hotter Than July in 2009. Thousands of people gathered around what is usually a quite private event held at a local venue after-hours. Newcomers were encouraged to participate while house members in attendance were expected to “show their stuff.” Not only is Hotter Than July executed quite differently, but it clearly serves more to build and affirm a community than to promote consumption. 


Furthermore, events like the Ruth Ellis March and the Palmer Park Picnic represent a demand for a right to the city. The trend in mainstream white queer politics in the post-modern city has been to isolate and build power through spatial conquest. A “place of our own” has been central to white demands for marriage equality, adoption rights, an end to Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, and other issues limiting access to sameness with the surrounding white, mostly suburban majority. The political twist has been that assimilationist queer politics have rested on carving out an isolated urban enclave. This actually follows white suburban patterns, as the rest of metropolitan Detroit (and other northern cities) consists of more than a hundred suburbs, each with their own mostly homogenous income range, racial composition, and even age, occupation, and number of children. This municipal taxonomy makes sense of the irony of the assimilationist gay urban enclave. For black queer and same-gender-loving politics, rather, the focus in Detroit is on asserting a right to the public spaces, kinship networks, and social institutions of the larger heterosexist city, without conforming to the rigid expectations of the straight majority. The Ruth Ellis March for example, was a high profile event through Palmer Park, and the Picnic was open even to threatening characters and those uncomfortable with a big queer festival taking place outside of their apartment buildings and next to the golf course. While the white gay and lesbian civil rights movement is seeking to replace racialized and gendered hierarchies and structures extant to the spaces within which they are operating with a new, gay rights polemic, black queers in Detroit operate across the entire city, with clubs, social events, and organizations avoiding any noticeable geographic concentration.

Beyond the Gayborhood:  Towards a critical queer geography. 


White activists are moving forward with a liberal racial discourse and world-view that, according to the former director of Triangle, utilizes individual experience and structured interaction with other races to tackle racism. Considering the Building Bridges March, she acknowledged that being gay does not require an enlightened outlook on race, but was persistent that face-time with people who are different is the primary method of understanding difference. Implicit in her argument was that, presently, whites and blacks are thoroughly ignorant of how one another live—that by attending barbeques and pride events together, they can reach the understanding necessary to actually begin to work together on ameliorating any inequality that “may or may not” exist within the movement. The stark physical representations of poverty in Detroit and affluence in Oakland, Macomb, and Wayne counties—abandoned buildings, illegal dumping sites, waste incinerators, and sprawling residential slums in contrast to bustling office parks, tidy middle-class neighborhoods, and multi-million dollar estates—are simply not illustrative enough of what might separate city residents form those in the suburbs. By characterizing actual social justice work that takes black Detroiters’ issues into account as impossible before perhaps years of social interaction, white activists give themselves a free pass to continue to ignore black queer issues, and even the poor black neighborhood surrounding Triangle’s far northwest side office. 


As whites and blacks crossed Eight Mile Road together in the summer of 2008, a liberal discourse of fairness and inclusion had directed white organizers and participants to see the act of coming together as balanced—that the attitudes of individuals on both sides of the divide must be challenged equally to move forward together. This approach to “building bridges” profoundly obscures the role of power, privilege, and a history of urban apartheid and shifts much of the burden of racial reconciliation and social justice onto minorities. One BPS board member shared that there is still a perception among black that “you are disempowered when you cross Eight Mile.”38 


What many at local white organizations and some members of the black queer organizations must recognize, is that uneven urban development has produced separate systems of knowledge, and separate strategies for navigating the heterosexist, patriarchal, racist, city; the nature of heterosexism, patriarchy, racism, and capitalism themselves are indeed articulated differently across space. New spatial identities such as “queer space” cannot replace existing racial hierarchies. Rather, “queer space” interacts with “white space” to produce a new, more complex hierarchy where white queers are rewarded for producing a spatial commodity while poor black queers living in the city act both one mile and a world away from Fashionable Ferndale.
______________________________________________________________________________
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Alyssa Bell

Though I am a major in Political Science and a minor in Philosophy, I hope to attend law school and a doctoral program in the Fall of 2011. My research interests include social justice, environmental law, and public policy. As has been said many times before, and will never grow old with repetition: the McNair Program allows for us to be men standing on the shoulders of giants1. Or women standing on the shoulders of giants. Or a third, neuter term that’s more politically correct than the previous two.  Without this program it is unlikely I would have ever broached the idea of graduate school; and if I had, I would have been lost. One thing you notice as you get older is that it’s harder to reorient yourself after a change, which is why the switch from junior high to high school was bad; the move from high school to college was terrifying; and the mere prospect of graduate school causes most students to stop trying before they begin. Therefore, without McNair, I would have been out wandering in the rain.

They helped rein my terror in and sent me back out in the right direction.

1. I unabashedly stole and manipulated this quote from Sir Isaac Newton, who invariably must have stolen it from others.
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 Introduction


What benefits do civic associations obtain by joining a regional civil society network? Currently, there are two veins of thought on the impact of international networks on civil society organizations. Edwards argues (2001, 9) that organizations which join international coalitions before fully maturing their local objectives (whether that be election monitoring, human rights activism, or any number of other possible advocacy positions) often lose sight of their initial local goals and become less effective as organizations. However, Adams and Kang (2007, 452) suggest that organizations which join regional networks, which are geographically-focused transnational networks, actually become more effective. 


This case study focuses on the network of election monitoring organizations in Latin America, the Acuerdo de Lima (AdL), to answer our central question. In order to dissect what benefits the organizations obtained from having joined this network, it is necessary to also ask: what is the AdL, and how does it work? By investigating how the network operates and how the member organizations collaborate, we should be able to identify the incentives to remaining a part of the AdL. 

Background

According to their website, the AdL (the Lima Agreement, in English) is:

[A] network of Latin American and Caribbean civic movements, created on September 15th, 2000 in the city of Lima, Peru, by a group of civil society organizations of various countries in the region, committed to strengthening democracy. These organizations established an alliance to promote the exchange of experiences, a mutual political and technical support system for electoral monitoring, and the development of joint activities and projects. (200-)

Comprised of twenty-one organizations from the Western Hemisphere (mostly Latin America), the roll call of the AdL is as follows: Poder Ciudadano of Argentina, Bolivia Transparente of Bolivia, Corporación PARTICIPA of Chile, Viva la Ciudadanía of Colombia, Centro de Asesoría y Promoción Electoral (CAPEL) of Costa Rica, Participación Ciudadana of the Dominican Republic, Participación Ciudadana of Ecuador, CoCivica of El Salvador, Acción Ciudadana of Guatemala, the Electoral Assistance Bureau of Guyana, Conseil National D’Observation of Haiti, Citizens Action for Free and Fair Elections of Jamaica, Movimiento Ciudadano por la Democracia and Alianza Cívica of Mexico, Ética y Transparencia of Nicaragua, Justicia y Paz of Panama, Decidamos of Paraguay,  Transparencia of Peru, Mirador Democrático and Momento de la Gente of Venezuela, and the National Democratic Institute (NDI) of the United States. 

Nineteen of these groups are located in Latin America and perform election monitoring in their own country. The final two, CAPEL and NDI, are considered “members with special status” due to the fact that their purpose is not domestic election observation, but offering technical and monetary support to organizations that do perform domestic election observation or activities that impact democracy. CAPEL, in Costa Rica, is a program run by the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH) created in 1983. The program’s purpose is to strengthen democratic processes in the Americas by offering electoral technical assistance. The NDI is the sole organization of this Latin American network based in the United States, in Washington D.C. Their purpose is also strengthening democracy; and they accomplish this through financing activities that promote democratic practices, as well as offering technical expertise to the organizations with which they work.
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Table 1. Introduction to the Composing Organizations of the Acuerdo de Lima
Sources: Taken from both the Acuerdo de Lima website and the individual organizations’ websites.

The AdL is just one example of the exponential growth of transnational civil society in the last few decades. Various hypotheses have been proposed to explain just why organizations join transnational networks. The first we will discuss is the desire a domestic nongovernmental organization (DNGO) has for leverage and legitimacy in their government or nation. Leverage here will be defined as the act of an organization gaining influence in their government by means of obtaining power (be that through coalition with international organizations or by asserting legitimacy in the public domain.) Legitimacy is consensus from the public that the organization has support and is believed to be authoritative in their field. In repressive government regimes, it is often the case that DNGOs are left out of legislative procedures that concern them. Therefore, in order to articulate their needs, some DNGOs will join transnational networks (Root 2009, 453). 

This is undoubtedly a strong possible reason that some organizations chose to join the AdL. From the controversial and contested win of Alberto Fujimori in the 2000 Peruvian elections to the El Salvadoran government denying domestic organizations from being funded by international sources (Brysk 2000, 158), Latin America is not unfamiliar with repressive governmental behavior. Military regimes dominated the political scene from the 1960s to the 1980s, and human rights violation allegations still occur frequently in Venezuela, Colombia, Mexico, and Honduras. Also, political corruption is a highly visible occurrence in the Americas, and in fact, four of the organizations in the AdL serve as their country’s chapter of Transparency International (200-).1 Sources that confirm the existence of human right violations, the abuse of democratic norms and rights, and political corruption in AdL member’s countries suggest that the need for leverage and legitimacy are, at least, part of the reason that organizations in those countries would join regional networks.

A second hypothesis for why organizations join networks is to tap the experience and knowledge that similar groups can offer. Communications technology has advanced to the point where anyone can instantaneously contact anyone else in the world. Instant messaging, email, and telephones have facilitated the dispersion of knowledge from one source to another. Batliwala and Brown sustain that, “Open source software and the hundreds of thousands of Web sites maintained by transnational and national civil society networks to share information and knowledge (…) have helped spur the formation of transnational associations and action to democratize access to new knowledge and particularly to the fruits of new research and technology.” (2006, 208) Most of the members of the AdL have operational websites with detailed accounts of programs that each organization maintain and a news feed of recent activities. 

Access to fellow groups allows knowledge bartering where different organizations can share common burdens and the ways to overcome them. This reason is most likely why the AdL has thrived, and the most commonly cited reason from organizations themselves for why they joined the network. There are dozens of cases where the network was used by more mature civil organizations who had model programs as a way to impart knowledge to younger organizations on how to surmount issues such as improper or coercive electoral procedure, fraudulent or unfair campaign financing, media outlets being saturated by political parties in control, election related violence, or many other problems. One example is the development of a way to monitor election spending by Poder Ciudadano, due to a lack of transparency in Argentinean political parties’ campaign expenditures. This tool was spread through Poder Ciudadano’s connection with Transparency International to eight other organizations, one of which was Chile’s Corporación PARTICIPA (Transparency International 200-). It is likely that since the network began, that this implement has found its way into the toolbox of several of the members of the AdL. 

A third hypothesis for the rise of transnational civil society is that networked organizations experience an increase in monetary support. There are a few explanations for why funding for civil societies has grown over the last four decades. One explanation takes the rise of authoritarian military regimes in Latin America into consideration. While Pinochet, Perón, Fujimori, as well as other leaders, were in office, it was less popular or acceptable for Western countries to send foreign aid to repressive governments. 

However, Western governments could scale back their funding for specific governments, and instead funnel it into various domestic groups within the country. 

Another contributing factor to the increase of monetary aid available to civil societies and civil society networks stems from the late 1980s, during a severe debt crisis in the Caribbean. In response to this issue, leaders of the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the U.S. Treasury Department, as well as several other leading agencies, came together  to agree on regulations that lobbying states had to adhere to in order to be lent money. Some of the regulations involved states’ having to conform to trade liberalization, tax reforms, redirection of public spending to include education and infrastructure development, and so on. This set of policies which was enacted by leading international lending agencies was called the Washington Consensus.

Though it is now considered by vocal states in Latin America and a number of American economists to be a strategic failure; its failure caused a backlash called the Post-Washington Consensus. This movement is headed by left-wing Latin American politicians, political scientists, and economists who suggested that those countries who best-resisted the Washington Consensus guidelines (such as those in East Asia) were the countries which actually had the highest economic growth. 

One result of this movement away from trade liberalization was a movement toward supporting social capital, which is defined by Huber as, “norms, values, networks, reciprocity or trust which are held in a community and can lead to positive social and economic outcomes” (2009, 160). Therefore, the Post Washington Consensus fostered an economy for civil societies, due to the fact that many feel civil societies increase social capital (Batliwala and Brown 2006, 222; Shamsie 2007, 253). 

While this hypothesis is interesting, in order to study it as a possibility for why members of the AdL joined the network, it is necessary to obtain more financial documents from both organizations that donated money and those which obtained monetary support. Consequently, his paper will not study if organizations joined the AdL in order to reap monetary benefits, but this is a hypothesis that merits additional research. 

Methodology

While the literature on the formation of civil society and the benefits obtained from transnational networks in Latin America exist, there is very little that specifically speaks on networks of domestic election monitoring organizations. The existing literature on domestic monitoring networks focuses on the activity of networks such as the Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) or, occasionally, the European Network of Election Monitoring Organizations (ENEMO)2 rather than efforts currently being conducted by the AdL. Therefore, there is a host of unanswered questions about the direct impact that this network has on everything from democratic consolidation to curtailing corruption to interacting with political parties. 

Due to the barrier of both physical distance and lack of academic literature, there is very little published information specifically on the AdL. Consequently, the present research relies heavily on the collection of sources such as archived and recent news articles, and organization websites (which include documents that list projects, activity bulletins, informational booklets, and financial statements.) While it was impossible to gather information on every member of the AdL through these means, it was possible to obtain data on many of the organizations and the network as a whole. Certain qualifications were used to decide which members would be studied. The first was level of activity of the organization. If the group did not have an active website link, or at the very least, a large amount of access to information available through other sources, that group was dropped from this study.3 This is not to say that those organizations are defunct, just that they are inadequate for the present study. 

Also, geographic area was taken into consideration to make the final choices. Four organizations were taken from Central America and the Caribbean region: Alianza Cívica of Mexico, Participación Ciudadana of the Dominican Republic, Ética y Transparencia of Nicaragua, and Justicia y Paz of Panama. Six organizations were chosen from South America; four from the Andes region and two from the Southern Cone region. From the Andes region were: Bolivia Transparente of Bolivia, Participación Ciudadana of Ecuador, the Electoral Assistance Bureau of Guyana, and Transparencia of Peru. And finally, from the Southern Cone region were Poder Ciudadano of Argentina and Corporación PARTICIPA of Chile.4 

Data was arranged by each organization’s activity in a given voting cycle. Activities were logged, such as, if the organization was present during the election cycle, if they completed any quick counts, if they monitored the media during that election, if campaign financing was monitored, and if they participated in any other major activities during that election. Also, if other organizations within the network came to monitor or aid the domestic organization, it was noted. 

There are several complications in this study that arise from the way data was selected. First, while showcasing individual organizations shows the strength and potential of the network, it is also necessary to acknowledge the potential weaknesses. The five organizations that were not included in the study due to a lack of accessible information may potentially be weakened or less active organizations. They also may be strong domestically, but not large contributors to the information trade within the network. 

The final issue is that the data collected on the organizations and the AdL was only assessed if it was concerning national elections or referenda. Regional and municipal elections were not studied, though there is often considerable work done on local elections by members of the AdL in their respective countries. While it is interesting how organizations impact local elections through monitoring, it is not necessary to this study. Since I am attempting to compare organizations against one another as closely as possible, the fact that they all domestically monitor their national elections is one way to get a level comparison. It is not clear if all of the organizations participate in their regional and municipal elections, or if they do, how often and with what endeavor. 

 Analysis
There are two hypotheses about the potential benefits organizations obtain from joining civil society networks which this paper will attempt to verify. The first is that organizations gain leverage or legitimacy through joining, and the second is that groups will be able to acquire experience and knowledge which similar groups can offer them by joining networks. To satisfy the first hypothesis, a source must have evidence that the AdL can or is perceived to increase an organization’s voice in their government (which would be shown by such events as lobbying political officials, working with public institutions, or informing citizenry of their political rights.) 

On the Mission statement of the AdL website, one goal of the network is “[t]o promote monitoring and lobbying activities on strategic issues related to democratic governance (2008b).” This is a perfect example of a benefit that the AdL is advertising to its constituting members. Another case involves the Federal Electoral Institute (IFE) of Mexico, which was established in 1990, but acquired autonomy under a 1994 constitutional reform in response to pressure from “opposition political parties, Alianza Cívica, the [Zapatista Army of National Liberation], and other forces in society (Tulchin and Selee 2003, 10).” 

In Mexico, previous to the 2000 elections, the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) had won the Presidency for over 70 years. For many of those years, the PRI used any means necessary to secure victory; generally resorting to vote buying, coercion and threats, having party loyalists vote multiple times, and if those tactics failed, having someone outright steal the votes. Alianza Cívica is a network of Mexican organizations that were a product of the civil unrest in 1994 caused by PRI’s fraudulent maintaining of the status quo. They specialize in informational programs that try to reduce vote buying, which is the act of a candidate or political party promising goods or services if a citizen votes for them, and which is a serious concern in Mexico. 

They have worked several times with the IFE in order to get regulations passed to ensure free and fair elections. The IFE has also helped to fund monitoring by Alianza Cívica in 1994, 1997, 2000, 2003, and 2006 in accordance with national elections. These actions, from information distribution on vote buying to working with governmental institutions to solidifying democratic norms in the country are all means of obtaining legitimacy from the people, and obtaining leverage in the government. Another organization which has specialized, and done quite a bit of fact dissemination, is the Electoral Assistance Bureau of Guyana. In the 1997, 2001, and 2006 election cycles they engaged in voter education programs, however, during the 2006 elections, they also decided to illuminate the issue of election-related violence. Guyana has an unfortunate history of hostility associated with elections, due to strong race-related tensions in the country. In Guyana, protests can quickly turn into riots on Election Day. 

On the Electoral Assistance Bureau’s website, twelve reports were released on the 2006 elections. Seven of the reports were relating to their newest program, the Election Violence Education and Resolution (EVER) Project. The EVER Project is a joint venture of the Electoral Assistance Bureau and the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), which is an American organization dedicated to supporting electoral democracy. The goals of the project were to prevent violence, and promote free and peaceful elections. 

Results for the 2006 elections were astounding. IFES and the Electoral Assistance Bureau found that violence in this election were less serious than previous elections, mainly materializing as vandalism and intimidation. They attributed the relatively peaceful election on factors such as: the leaders of political parties endorsing peaceful activity and reproaching violence caused by their supporters; less tolerance of violence and more accountability demanded by the public, and the presence of international and national observers (Electoral Assistance Bureau 2006, 25).

With such a history of violence in elections, it is no surprise that the Electoral Assistance Bureau joined the AdL. Though this lends to the second hypothesis, other members of the AdL also had to deal with election violence such as the 1997 elections in Guatemala and Colombia. By joining the AdL, the Electoral Assistance Bureau had both knowledge and resources on how to combat election related violence and enough political leverage from their information drives to the citizens of Guyana to persuade political candidates that it was in their best interest to run peaceful campaigns. 

A fourth example supporting the leverage and legitimacy hypothesis includes Poder Ciudadano of Argentina. It was founded in 1989 by Marta Oyhanarte and Luis Moreno Ocampo, due to the kidnapping of Oyhanarte’s husband and the consequent cover-up by the Argentine government. The goals of Poder Ciudadano were to reduce governmental corruption, and to ensure that the government was accountable to the public. This case offers evidence that shows a civil organization both working with public institutions and informing citizens. Poder Ciudadano monitored the media in all seven elections since 1997, and monitored campaign finances in, at least, six of the seven elections.5 The organization also regularly updates information databanks on both judicial and legislative candidates; their voting records, their platforms, and their income.

Poder Ciudadano’s campaign finance monitoring program is considered the model, and has been implemented by DNGOs in Mexico, Colombia, Panama, Guatemala, Ecuador, and the Dominican Republic. With the dishonesty of sources and expenditures used by candidates and political parties, Poder Ciudadano has had an uphill battle. There are, even today, issues of corruption Poder Ciudadano has to struggle against. In 2005, Rafael Biesla, the foreign minister of Argentina asked why “it is important to discuss corruption (…) in a country where 37 percent of the population have economic problems.” Poder Ciudadano and Transparency International publicized this comment on their websites with a retort on the role corruption plays in staying economic development (Transparency International). This continuous abuse and corruption of the government is a strong indicator of the reasons Poder Ciudadano had for joining the AdL.

Of the ten organizations studied, all ten distributed information to the general populace in the form of websites and news media. However, also, of the fifty-two monitored elections in this study, eighteen had evidence of physical information dispersion to citizens. This shows that material programs existed in order to distribute information to citizenry on political issues in at least thirty-five percent of elections studied. In this study, information dispersion to the general public is an important goal of all of the members of the AdL. By conveying political knowledge to citizens, organizations reinforce their legitimacy. It is also interesting to point out that civil societies keep up with current trends to attempt informational connection with the public. While public radio, television, and news media have been used by various organizations for years, such as Poder Ciudadano and Participacion Ciudadana in the Dominican Republic, the newest method of communication to the public is social networking sites; prominently Youtube.6 

My final example of a DNGO with regional and hemispheric influence is Corporación PARTICIPA. One of the most prominent projects is their work on the Summit of the Americas Conference, which they coordinate with The Canadian Foundation for the Americas and the Instituto Venezolano de Estudios Sociales y Politicos (nonpartisan think tanks in Canada and Venezuela, respectively.)  The Summit of the Americas Conference brings together government leaders, the private sector, and civil society from the Western Hemisphere to converse on common problems and to both strive to find solutions to these problems and expound on a hemispheric vision of development. Corporación PARTICIPA, The Canadian Foundation for the Americas, and the Instituto Venezolano de Estudios Socials y Politicos, coordinate twenty-four other civil society organizations in a network called Democracia Activa7, who monitor the actions of the Summit of the America’s member states’ to see how closely they implement the mandates of the Conference.

This example is one that illuminates both hypotheses of the benefits regional civil society networks allow for. There is both the element of leverage and legitimacy that the international platform endorses, and the beginning of the investigation of the second hypothesis: that organizations receive benefits from other organization’s knowledge and experience through regional networks. To satisfy the second hypothesis, there must be evidence of the benefits that organizations obtain from receiving another group’s knowledge. In the case of Corporación PARTICIPA and the Democracia Activa network (which includes some fellow members of the AdL), it would be very difficult, if not impossible to gather comprehensive data on the region without the help of civil society organizations in each of those countries.  
There is an overwhelming amount of evidence that suggests knowledge is a very important factor and benefit to organizations that have joined the AdL. On the Mission statement of the AdL website, the network states that one of its goals is to, “exchange successful experiences and methodologies in order to strengthen democratic processes in the region (2008b).”  Further, on the AdL’s Background page, the network mentions the activities at their Nicaraguan meeting in November of 2000. “During this meeting, participants discussed electoral observation methodologies, civic education programs, political party networks, campaign finance reform, legislative initiatives for democratic institution strengthening, and citizen oversight of the government (2008a).”

On the Poder Ciudadano website, the organization describes the AdL as an alliance promoting the exchange of experiences to provide mutual support in political and technical aspects of election monitoring and to jointly develop projects and activities (Poder Ciudadano 2008). Bolivia Transparente, Corporación PARTICIPA, and Transparencia of Peru have similar descriptions of the AdL on their websites.

One way to directly note the transfer of knowledge and experience from one member to another in the AdL is by recording if an organization, or the network as a whole, rendered assistance to another member during their election. This study shows that ten out of fourteen of the elections (approximately seventy-one percent) that occurred before the AdL was founded in September of 2000 involved assistance. Out of the thirty-eight elections that occurred after the formation of the AdL, eleven elections involved assistance to a DNGO (approximately twenty-nine percent.) [See Tables 2 and 3 below.] The assisting organizations aided with anything from helping with new methodology to helping accredit volunteers. 

Another example that illustrates the benefit of gaining knowledge from networking includes Poder Ciudadano, Corporación PARTICIPA, and Acción Ciudadana of Guatemala, who are working together at the behest of the National Endowment for Democracy “to design and implement a methodological tool, the Regional Index of Congressional Transparency, that will allow comparative analysis of the levels of congressional transparency in Argentina, Chile, and Guatemala. The Index will enable representatives and civil society organizations to set a standard for the legislatures in the region regarding transparency, access to information and citizen participation (National Endowment for Democracy 2007).”
Other instances of knowledge being given from one organization to others in the AdL network are common. As said previously, Poder Ciudadano’s campaign finance methodology has been used as a model by Transparency International, which means that the other three members of the AdL who also serve as their nation’s chapter of Transparency International most likely use variants on the same methodology. Also, as Poder Ciudadano has been the Executive Secretary of AdL since 2008, it is likely to be in use by other members that currently monitor candidate and political party campaign expenditures. 

Finally, members of the AdL meet annually to discuss common problems, better methodologies, and ways to overcome mutual obstacles, much in the same way that governments and organizations convene for the Summit of the Americas conference. The twenty-one organizations that make up the AdL formulate goals and a shared vision during this time; their most recent reunion was in July 2009 in San José, Costa Rica, where they decided to formally accept Bolivia Transparente as an full member and go over the goals that they have for the coming year.
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Table 2. Assistance Rendered to Pre-Acuerdo de Lima Members

Sources: From press releases of domestic organizations, NDI, CAPEL, and online news articles. 
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Table 3. Assistance Rendered to Fellow Acuerdo de Lima Members

Sources: From press releases of domestic organizations, NDI, the Acuerdo de Lima, CAPEL, and online news articles. 
Discussion

I started this research by asking what the benefits are that civic associations obtain by joining a regional civil society network. Three hypotheses were proposed: (1) that civil societies gain leverage and legitimacy, (2) that civil societies gain knowledge and experience, and (3) that civil societies gain monetary support should they join regional networks. My first hypothesis was tested by reviewing data for signs of a DNGO lobbying political officials, working with public institutions, or working to inform citizens of their political rights. The thought was that these actions uphold my definitions of obtaining leverage and legitimacy. 

Now, in this case, political leverage seems to be directly the result of obtaining public legitimacy in the eyes of the citizens; not the result of blackmail or corruption within civil society-governmental relationships. At the start of this study, I felt that leverage could be obtained simply by forming diplomatic relationships with other (possibly internationally influential) civil society organizations or civil society networks; however, this does not seem to be the case. It is not unlikely that this is a very real possibility with some members of civil society; nevertheless, the members of the AdL who were studied showed no evidence of this practice. 

There was evidence of lobbying politicians and legislatures for access to information, constitutional amendments, and legal reform. There was also evidence that DNGOs in the AdL worked with public institutions in their countries for funding or constitutional reform. There was overwhelming evidence of DNGOs attempting to educate the public through radio, television, organization websites, and social networking websites. And while these actions are attempts at obtaining leverage and legitimacy, it is not necessarily the case that joining the AdL caused these actions to occur or that these organizations would have not performed these actions had they not joined the AdL. But this evidence instead suggests that the groups in question have an interest in establishing their legitimacy to the government and to the public, and that they most likely perceived joining the AdL as a way of facilitating leverage and legitimacy.  

The second hypothesis was tested by reviewing data for evidence of one or more organizations in the network receiving a fellow member’s knowledge and experience. This happened quite often, and often in the same cases used to illustrate a group’s interest in leverage and legitimacy. The strongest evidence for this hypothesis is that out of the fifty-two elections monitored in this study, twenty-one showed that DNGOs had help from special-status, international members of the AdL, or from the AdL itself. While the evidence shows that less elections were collaboratively monitored after the formation of the AdL, this may be due to several possible factors. 

One is that the AdL and its members are doing more election monitoring, but the monitoring was collaborated with one of the nine DNGOs that were not present in this study. The second is that the AdL and its members are doing less election monitoring, but that it is due to democracy consolidation and a higher sense of political legitimacy in Latin America. Either way, from this data, evidence suggests that the second hypothesis is upheld. Knowledge and experience was transmitted from one organization to another due to the AdL. 

The third hypothesis stated that a benefit of joining regional networks was increased access to monetary support, but this hypothesis remains untested due to constraints previously listed. Future research could center on this hypothesis, using financial statements from the organizations as well as cross-referencing against foundation grant records. Ideally, this financial information would both span a time period long enough to identify if joining regional networks had a substantial impact on income and there would be access to similar organizations’ financial records that did not join regional or international networks. 

Another possibility for future research in this area might be a more comprehensive examination that includes all of the members of the AdL, rather than only a limited selection. While it does give an interesting slice of information on the network, it is nowhere near the whole picture. Also, taking regional and municipal elections into consideration would bring the work that each organization does into focus, as well as showcase the environment around especially troubled local election cycles that require monitoring assistance from the network. 

Notes

1. Poder Ciudadano of Argentina, Participacion Ciudadana of the Dominican Republic, Acción Ciudadana of Guatemala, and Ética y Transparencia of Nicaragua are all national chapters of Transparency International. Corporación PARTICIPA has also done work with Transparency International in 2001.

2. On ANFREL see “The parliamentary election in Thailand, December 2007” by Christian Schafferer in 2008; on ENEMO see “Civil society, youth and societal mobilization in democratic revolutions” by Taras Kuzio published in 2006. 

3. CoCivica of El Salvador, Conseil National D’Observation of Haiti, Citizen’s Action for Free and Fair Elections of Jamaica, Momento de la Gente of Venezuela, and Mirador Democrático of Venezuela were the first to be discarded due to neither having a web site, nor another sufficient source of information available.

4. Viva la Ciudadanía of Colombia, Acción Ciudadana of Guatemala, Movimiento Ciudadano por la Democracia of Mexico, and Decidamos of Paraguay were not used for this study because the areas in which these organizations operate were already adequately represented by the chosen groups.  NDI and CAPEL were excluded due to the fact that they are international election monitoring organization and are considered “members with special status” in the Acuerdo de Lima.

5. Though I have not personally found evidence for campaign finance monitoring in the last election of 2009, that it not to say it did not occur. Poder Ciudadano is best known for their campaign finance formula, which was used as a model program by Transparency International. 

6. Participación Ciudadana of Ecuador and the Dominican Republic, Poder Ciudadano of Argentina, Alianza Cívica of Mexico, and Ética y Transparencia of Nicaragua all are featured on Youtube.

7. More information on the Democracia Activa can be found at http://www.sociedadcivil.net/. Also, of the twenty-four participating organizations, three beside Corporación Participa are members of the Acuerdo de Lima: Alianza Cívica of Mexico, Acción Ciudadana of Guatemala, and Participación Ciudadana of the Dominican Republic.
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Abstract
The Great Depression was a time of financial crisis and widespread unemployment throughout the United States and especially in large cities. Among them, Detroit suffered great economic stress as many people throughout the 1930s had less money to spend on luxury items or services as they did in the previous decade. Specifically, the city's African-American community was greatly affected. During the 1930s, African-American commercial districts in Detroit, such as Paradise Valley and Black Bottom, lost volumes of customers who previously helped their clubs, theatres, and shops thrive. Many of these black-owned businesses did not survive. However, many African-American beauty salons were not among the Detroit businesses that failed during the Depression. Instead, some salons continued to hold strong customer bases that helped them remain solvent. Even with less money to spend, African-American women still valued manicures, facials, the latest hairstyles, and the social environment these venues offered. Still, salon owners during this time period didn’t succeed without effort. Since many black women had been trained in beauty culture during the 1920s and opened salons throughout the 1930s, the market was crowded and very competitive. In order to attract customers, some salon owners attempted to differentiate their businesses from their competitors by advertising in the Detroit Tribune, a weekly African-American newspaper. Advertisements placed in this newspaper during the 1930s provide clues about the strategies and techniques Detroit salon owners used to market their businesses as well as aid in understanding the success of some of the era’s African-American beauty salons. 
Introduction
Advertisements have great influence. Not only do they promote products and services, they help to shape the ideas that define individuals, societies, and the world. Historically, advertisements for African-American hair products have been used to reach potential customers as well as to define and reinforce racial ideologies; this can be seen especially in black newspaper advertisements in the United States during the 1930s. In Detroit, a city with a historical dense population of African-Americans, the Detroit Tribune was one of the premier black newspapers of the era. This paper served as a forum for African-Americans to learn about news and events in their community, discuss their ideas and advertise products and services offered by black-owned businesses. 
While research exists on the strategies, message, and effects of advertisements for black beauty products, there is limited research on black beauty service advertisements. This study examines newspaper advertisements for black-owned beauty salons in Detroit throughout the 1930s and is designed to determine the strategies and techniques that were used to promote these salons. Through this research and analysis, historians can begin to identify how black salons differentiated themselves from competitors through advertising and what contemporaneous factors influenced the formation and messages of these ads.  This research examines, in detail, one small, but important and influential facet of African-American history. 
Literature Review
For the first 60 years of the 20th century, the grooming of women’s hair had an important place in African-American identity, politics and employment in beauty culture.1 The phrase “beauty culture,” which emerged throughout the early 20th century, refers to the tools, methods, and business practices of altering and caring for women’s appearance.2 It includes treatments for women’s hair, skin, bodies, and the training and employment of women who work as beauty culturists. It also involves the cosmetic and hair products sold to and used by women and the advertising and marketing of those products and services.3 Examining beauty salon advertisements from the Detroit Tribune during the 1930s can help to clarify exactly what strategies black salons in Detroit used and how they might have effectively set apart some salons from others.
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Since at least the turn of the century, African-American women used visual representations of themselves and others to create racial and gender identities that distinguished the characteristics of black womanhood.4 Throughout most of the 19th century, middle-class African-American intellectuals campaigned that the preferred style of their race be hair in its natural, often tightly curled, state. By the mid-1920s, however, straightened hair became the preferred texture to signal middle-class status.5 Common racial ideologies at the time assumed specific relationships between skin color and hair texture with possibilities for social advancement and cultural acceptance.6 African-Americans with lighter skin tones, who had more “white” characteristics such as straight, long hair, were often viewed as superior to dark-skinned individuals with short, “nappy” hair. A lighter-skinned black person often had better opportunities for employment in both white and black-owned businesses. Consequently, advertisements for beauty products and services influenced African-Americans to renounce attributes identified with their African roots.7 This can be seen in an advertisement for Bethella’s Hair Shoppe (Figure 1), which offers to help black women “Grow Long Beautiful Hair” while displaying a picture of a woman with long, straightened hair. The ad promotes a four-week treatment for “short, stubby” hair, implying that there is something wrong with African-Americans having this type of hair and, therefore, should be changed. 


         However, some in the black community did not want black women to conform their appearance to fit a white dominated society. These non-conformists believed Black-owned beauty businesses embodied many of the contradictions of negotiating ethnicity in a nation that reserved its largest rewards for the assimilated.8 Black hair pioneer Madam C. J Walker’s hair products, for example, generated controversy because the tonics and hot combs she sold were designed to straighten and smooth African-American hair, making it appear more like that of whites.9 However, the popularity of Walker’s products suggests that African-American consumers saw advantages in adopting white standards of beauty and self-representation – advantages that probably ranged from passing as white to merely striving to emulate the mainstream white ideal.10 
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While some black women followed the white ideal of beauty, African-American beauty culture was distinct because it clearly reflected 20th century racial politics in the United States, especially as it was emerging in the context of black migration and community formation in American cities.11 Although the politics of appearance was prominent for all women during this time period, African-American beauty culture was unique largely because black women had to fight grotesque stereotypes that ran counter to popular images of feminine beauty.12  In media, black women were often portrayed as a “mammy” – depicted as a dark-skinned, asexual, overweight nurturer – or as a “Jezebel.”13 Unlike the mammy, Jezebel was “the promiscuous female with an insatiable sexual appetite.” She was depicted as erotically appealing and openly seductive.14 As a result, African-American women strived to build an image of themselves that was not as chaste as the mammy but more respectable than Jezebel. Thus, emulating white standards became one element in the black woman’s attempt to be accepted as beautiful and respectable. 

Historically, African-American women began to straighten their hair so it could be worn in “white” styles. Even so, black women, especially those designated as beauty experts, attempted to define a broader and more diverse ideal of beauty for themselves.15 This is illustrated in a 1933 advertisement for La Jean’s Beauty Salon (Figure 2), which displayed a picture of a beautiful black woman rather than the often-used drawing of a white woman.16
 Also unique to 1930s was the social element that emerged from black hair care. Prior to the 20th century, African-American women styled their own hair or had a relative or friend style it for them. However, with the emergence of new hair tools, such as heated pressing irons and metal hair rollers that complicated early 20th century hair preparations, beauty salons began to dominate African-American neighborhoods.17 
By the 1930s, nearly all major commercial districts in the United States had at least one beauty shop. In black communities, segregation had played a role in minority women establishing lucrative businesses in the beauty industry, largely because white salons refused to serve African-Americans.  Thus, black commercial districts, such as Black Bottom and Paradise Valley in Detroit, further developed and became ideal locations to feed an intensified need in black hair care services.18
The beauty culture industry owes much of its development to the growth of black communities in northeast and Midwest cities, along with black participation in a consumer society that emerged in the U.S. during the first half of the 20th century.19 This development depended, to a significant degree, on the growth of the urban black population. The mass migration of more than one million African-Americans from the rural south to the urban north and west (with peak years between 1915 and 1945), created a concentrated market for beauty salons in many cities.20 Mass consumer culture was becoming progressively more important in American life and black migrants faced an assortment of new kinds of products and services. The booming population in these years, coupled with improving incomes for African-Americans strengthened demand for luxury services such as professional hair care.21 
The black hair care industry prospered during America’s largest industrial and business expansion, while relatively few black enterprises prospered in manufacturing. The industry produced at least two African-American millionaires: Annie Turnbo-Malone, the founder and owner of Poro College, a beauty school that manufactured and sold beauty products for black females, and Madam C.J. Walker, a hair care entrepreneur accredited as the first black female millionaire.22 The success of manufacturers like Turnbo-Malone and Walker encouraged more blacks to go into the beauty business, which provided new opportunities for employment for black women, who were no longer limited to jobs in domestic service.23 The increase in the black hair care and beauty aids industry also led to the establishment of more beauty shops, an important attribute of black business districts, especially during the Great Depression. One reason beauty salons survived was because they were well-known as places where black women could let off steam, gossip, and speak their minds.24 This was important to many women who spent many at work and wanted social interaction while being treated with manicures or the latest hairstyles. 
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Another reason beauty shops became popular was because many working and middle-class African-Americans believed that careful grooming demonstrated self- respect and earned both men and women the esteem, if not the admiration, of others.25 For black women, matters of hair embodied one’s identity, beauty, power, and consciousness.26 Black salons portrayed this message in their advertisements, which were often placed in local, black-owned newspapers. The advertisement in Figure 3 illustrates this point. It claims that “particular women go to Madam Lulu’s Beauty Salon,” mirroring the idea that distinction is derived from one’s physical appearance. African-American newspapers were an important outlet for black salons of the early 20th century to advertise, and remained a key marketing tool well after World War II.

Black businesses in Detroit were hit hard by the Great Depression, but beauty salon owners continued advertising in black newspapers. Throughout the 1930s, the high unemployment rate of blacks, who already earned significantly less than whites, even in the same jobs, had a devastating impact on black businesses and business districts in Detroit, such as the eastside neighborhood Black Bottom, which depended almost entirely on black consumers.27 In the early 1930s, 223,000 workers – nearly fifty percent of the city’s labor force – were unemployed.28 Although beauty operators in Detroit became more competitive during the 1930s because of the Great Depression, African-American women continued to establish beauty schools and shops.29 Black Bottom or Paradise Valley, which was centered in the area of St. Antoine, Hastings, Brush, John R, Gratiot, Vernor, Madison, Beacon, Elmwood, Larned and Lafayette, had its own culture and attractions such as popular clubs and shops, and was a Mecca for beauty shops and other symbols of African-American entrepreneurship.30 According to historian Victoria Walcott:

Thousands of women who were trained in beauty culture in the 1920’s opened shops and schools during the depression or worked as beauty operators in their homes. As more women became successful beauty operators, however, trained operators sought to differentiate themselves from untrained or unlicensed beauticians.31
Even though hundreds of thousands of Detroit workers lost their jobs in the early 1930s and the unemployment rate for African-Americans in Detroit was double that of whites, many black salons still had enough business to not only turn a profit, but to allocate funds for advertising.32 [image: image24.png]MINNETT’S BEAUTY SHOP
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Facing the Great Depression as well as intense competition, many salon owners attempted to differentiate their business through advertising in the Detroit Tribune.
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In the 1930s, many beauty schools and beauticians appealed to the modern and independent spirit that had captured Detroit’s African-American community and can be seen in the advertisements placed.33 Salons and beauty companies claimed to set the standard for the latest techniques and most fashionable styles.34 This can be seen in many of the advertisements that used language such as “If it's new it's here, if it’s here it's new” (as seen in Figure 4) and “Get a Croquignole that’s smart, new, individual, softer and lovelier” (Figure 5). 
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Since most of the fashionable hairstyles at the time required the alteration of black women’s hair texture, some African-American leaders, such as Marcus Garvey criticized the beauty industry for attempting to force black women to emulate white standards. In his newspaper, the Negro World, Garvey refused advertisements from companies that promoted the straightening of African-American hair.35 Like his mentor, Booker T. Washington, Garvey berated African-American newspapers that accepted such advertisements, arguing that the products being advertised attempted “to make a new race and make a monkey out of the Negro.”36 In response, beauty culturists emphasized the improved image that African-Americans could present to the world through the use of their products and services in a way that seemed to uplift black women, rather than degrade them.37  This can be seen in an advertisement for Mitzi Bobette Beauty Shoppe, which states “We make loveliness lovelier.”38 This phrase implies that the African-American women targeted by the ad are already lovely and their services only enhance that loveliness. Compare this to an ad for The Loop Beauty Shoppe which urges black women to “Improve your appearance,” implying the appearance of African-American women is lacking somehow. 
It is easy to see the difference language can make in the image of a business.39 The language used in the beauty salon ads helped portray the image beauty salons desired for themselves, but the effectiveness of the ads often relied on other factors as well. Skilled ad copywriting, layout, and illustration, such as in Figure 6, became an important part of achieving continuity and strengthening selling appeal, especially during hard economic times.40 The decade after the stock market crash in 1929 was characterized by high unemployment and many consumers has little money to spend. Ad-makers face the challenge of promoting products and services that many could not afford or were hesitant to buy.41 In response, advertisers increasingly resorted to hard-sell and sensationalist campaigns. Ads of the 1930s were jammed with text, premiums, and two-for-one promotions.42 This can be seen in many of the salon advertisements such as Figure 7, in which Ruby’s Beauty shop attempts to gain customers by boldly boasting their special, “4 for $1.00” offer. 
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At this time, advertising was unregulated and advertisers could say just about anything.43 Belle Beauty System proclaimed that it had “master cosmeticians” and serviced “25,000 satisfied customers yearly.”44 Assertions like this were used not only to impress potential customers but also to convince them that the business was well established and trustworthy. Statements like this might have been true, but often they were not; this was deceptive and different from puffery - exaggerated, subjective claims that can’t be proven true or false.45 Puffery such as claims that a salon was “the best” or used the “latest and most modern” methods was used to give a salon a good image, thus giving them an advantage over other competitors. Pairing and association were other techniques salons used to differentiate themselves from competitors. As seen in Figure 8, shops often tried to associate their business with a more recognizable name, such as Mme. C.J. Walker, hoping this would give them more creditability as a salon. Pairing, or grouping a product or service with another, was done to attract customers that might initially be drawn to the other product or service.  The advertisement in Figure 9 is a good example of how salons paired their service with another. In this case customers initially drawn to The Sweet Shop might also go to the hair shop, or consider that salon the next time they need to get their hair styled. 
Methodology
To gather sufficient data to represent black beauty salon advertisements in Detroit during the 1930s, I looked at issues of The Detroit Tribune from the odd numbered years 1933, 1935, 1937, and 1939. The first issue was released on April 14, 1933, and that is where the data begins. From each of the four years, I selected three months and recorded all beauty salon advertisements placed during the three-month period. Although this study refers to the ads as “beauty salon” advertisements, advertisements from beauty salons, beauty shops, hair shops, and beauty parlors were included.
Since the newspaper was printed weekly, as were most black newspapers at the time, there were generally four or five issues in each month from which I drew the data. Two exceptions included April of 1933, since the newspaper’s first issue was released mid-month, and January of 1939, because the first week’s issue was not available in the archive. There were also cases where an issue was available, but did not contain any salon advertisements; this occurred in one issue in 1937, and throughout the entire month of May in 1939.
After the advertisements were collected, they were classified as small, medium or large in size. They were also assigned a level of advancement with 3 being the most advanced, 2 being intermediate advanced and 1 being the least advanced. Level 3 advertisements (an example is shown in Figure 10) contain features such as pictures, drawings, decorative script, patterned borders, promotional features, list of services with prices, pairing, association techniques, mottos, slogans or catchy phrases, as well as basic information about the salon such as the name, address, proprietor’s name, and phone number. Level 2 advertisements (Figure 11) contain the same features as level 3 ads, but the features are used less frequently. Level 1 advertisements (Figure 12) contain only basic information about the salon; like the name, address, phone number, and occasionally the proprietor’s name or a slogan. I created these classifications to help understand the strategies and techniques that business owners used to promote their salons.
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Research Findings
The advertisements examined in this study used several strategies and techniques to market black-owned beauty salons in Detroit and differentiate themselves. In 1933, there were 70 advertisements placed by fourteen different salons. 66% of these ads were small, 30% were medium, and 4% were large. 30% were level 1, 53% were level 2, and 17% were level 3. The most common techniques used in advertisements during 1933 were mottos, slogans, or catchy phrases (47%) and patterned borders (33%). This indicates that during that year, salon advertisements mostly used smaller ads, but enhanced their prospective effectiveness by adding visual stimulants and memorable text. 
In 1935 there were 28 advertisements in total that were placed by four different salons. All 28 of these ads were level 3 and medium sized. The most common techniques used in the advertisements during 1935 were patterned borders (89%) and pictures or drawing (64%). This indicates that during that year, advertisements for salons were generally larger than in 1933 and relied mostly on visual stimulants to draw the eyes potential customers. Although the quality of the advertisements improved, there were also fewer advertisements and fewer salons placing ads. This might indicate that the economic crisis threatened a number of salons in Detroit and few had excess money to spend on advertising. 

In 1937, there were 76 advertisements in total that were placed by twelve different salons. 43% of these ads were small, 45% were medium, and 12% were large. 22% were level 1, 37% were level 2, and 41% were level 3. The most common techniques used in the advertisements during 1937 were pictures or drawing (59%) and mottos, slogans, or catchy phrases (49%). This indicates that during that year, advertisements were pretty varied in size and level of advancement. Although most of the ads used pictures or drawing and mottos, slogans, or catchy phrases, other techniques such as patterned borders, decorative script, and pairing were represented at considerable percentages as well. 

In 1939 there were 21 advertisements in total that were placed by six different salons. 71% of these ads were small and 29% were large. 19% were level 1, 55% were level 2, and 29% were level 3. The most common techniques used in the advertisements during 1939 were list of services (33%) and promotional features (29%). This indicates that during that year, the number of advertisements decreased from 1937 and ads were generally smaller in size. Listing what services were offered could convince potential customers to visit a certain shop, if they offered more or different services than a competitor.  Promotional features like the free eyebrow arch with purchase as shown in Figure 13 were also utilized to draw customers and distinguish salons [image: image33.jpg]Croquignole Wave — Manicure
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         In total, there were 195 advertisements placed by 34 different salons. 48% of these ads were small, 43% were medium, and 9% were large. 22% were level 1, 38% were level 2, and 40% were level 3. The most common techniques used in the advertisements throughout the 1930s were mottos, slogans, or catchy phrases (45%), patterned borders (41%) and pictures [image: image35.jpg]&
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or drawing (39%).  This indicates that during the decade, advertisements for black salons in Detroit were mostly small or medium sized and used visual stimulants and memorable text to help differentiate their salons from competitors and draw potential customers. A prime example of these techniques in use is displayed in Figure 14. This large sized advertisement utilized a picture, patterned border, and a motto and is very appealing to the eye. When you compare it to a smaller, much more basic ad like the one in Figure 15, it is easy to see how the advertising techniques used by a salon might help differentiate them from competitors and attract more customers.
Discussion

The purpose of advertising is to create value in a product or service that causes people to want to buy the product or service. Salons that placed large, more advanced advertisements probably had stronger advertising strategies and a better chance of differentiating themselves from competitors to increase their customer base. Techniques such as pictures, drawings, decorative script, patterned borders, promotional features, lists of services with prices, pairing, association techniques, mottos, slogans or catchy phrase, along with the size of advertisements most likely played a big part in how effective the advertisements were.  Another technique that might have influenced the effectiveness of ads to differentiate salons is the frequency of the placement of the ads.  If a salon only advertised once per month, the ad had a higher chance of being overlooked by potentials customers. If a salon advertised every week, or more than once per issue, a potential customer would be more likely to see it and increased exposure may have helped the ad to be more effective. Also the newspaper section in which ads were placed probably influenced the effectiveness as well. Placing an advertisement on the Women’s Page or the Social Activities Page probably increased the chances of the ad being seen by target customers.
Future research could examine frequency and placement location in more depth to further clarify the strategies utilized by black salons. Another step that can be taken in further study is to determine if these ads were in fact effective in differentiating salons from competitors and bringing in more customers. This could be done by comparing the data gathered about ad advancement level, frequency and placement to variables such as gross revenue, length of time in operation, and number of patrons. Consulting business registers and financial records, as well as firsthand accounts from any living employees or close family members of employees of the beauty shops could help to establish and verify any correlations between the advancement level of advertisements and the successfulness of salons. 

Conclusion
This study examined newspaper advertisements for black-owned beauty salons in the Detroit Tribune throughout the 1930s and helped determine some of the techniques that were used to promote these salons. Because of the Great Depression, the beauty service industry became much more competitive in the 1930s and one way black salons attempted to differentiate themselves from competitors was through advertising. Though many businesses failed during this time, it seems that African-American beauty salons thrived in Detroit and continued to hold a strong customer base; part of the success of these salons was probably grounded in the advertising techniques utilized in black newspaper advertisements. Previous research exits on the strategies, message, and effects of advertisements for black beauty products, and hopefully this study can act as the beginning of more research on black beauty service advertisements, which is a very important and influential aspect of African-American business history.
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Figure 6: Advertisement, Griffin’s Beauty Shop, The Detroit Tribune, 12 June 1937, p. 8.

Figure 7: Advertisement, Ruby’s Beauty Shop, The Detroit Tribune, 14 January 1939, p. 8.

Figure 8: Advertisement, Devere’s Beauty Shop, The Detroit Tribune, 13 May 1933, p. 6.

Figure 9: Advertisement, Flemming’s Beauty Shoppe, The Detroit Tribune, 10 June 1933, p. 4.

Figure 10: Advertisement, Belle Beauty System, The Detroit Tribune, 3 July 1937, p. 12.

Figure 11: Advertisement, Modern Way Beauty Salon, The Detroit Tribune, 2 November 1939,
p. 3.

Figure 12: Advertisement, La Jean’s Beauty Salon, The Detroit Tribune, 17 June 1933, p. 5.

Figure 13: Advertisement, Mitzi Bobette Shop, The Detroit Tribune, 17 June 1933, p. 4.

Figure 14: Advertisement, La May Beauty Shoppe, The Detroit Tribune, 12 June 1937, p. 6.

Figure 15: Advertisement, La May Beauty Shoppe, The Detroit Tribune, 2 April 1939, p. 2.
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Appendix

1930s Detroit Tribune Beauty Salon Advertisement Data

Newspaper Advertisements Data

Overview of the 1930s

	Year
	Months per Year
	Weeks Analyzed per month
	Total # of Weeks

	1933
	3
	3
	4
	4
	11

	1935
	3
	4
	5
	4
	13

	1937
	3
	  2*
	5
	4
	11

	1939
	3
	3
	4
	 0*  
	7


* Some weeks did not have any salon ads to analyze.

	Year
	Total # of Advertisements
	# of different Salons

	1933
	70
	14

	1935
	28
	4

	1937
	76
	12

	1939
	21
	6

	Total
	195
	  34*


* two salons advertised in more than one year. 

	Year
	# of Small Advertisements
	# of Medium Advertisements
	# of Large Advertisements

	1933
	46
	21
	3

	1935
	--
	28
	--

	1937
	33
	34
	9

	1939
	15
	--
	6

	Total
	94
	83
	18


	Year
	# of Level 3 Ads
	 # of Level 2 Ads
	# of Level 1 Ads

	1933
	12
	37
	21

	1935
	28
	--
	--

	1937
	31
	28
	17

	1939
	6
	11
	4

	Total
	77
	76
	42


	Advertising Techniques
	# of Ads in 1933
	# of Ads in 1935
	# of Ads in 1937
	# of Ads in 1939
	Total

	Pictures/Drawings
	12
	18
	45
	0
	75

	Decorative Script
	1
	0
	11
	0
	12

	Patterned Border
	23
	25
	29
	3
	80

	Promotional Features
	2
	9
	0
	6
	17

	List of Services
	13
	3
	14
	7
	37

	List of Services with Prices
	3
	9
	0
	3
	15

	Pairing
	10
	8
	15
	0
	33

	Association Techniques
	19
	0
	8
	0
	27

	Motto, Slogan, Catchy Phrase
	33
	12
	37
	5
	87


Overview of 1933

· Total # of Ads:  70

· # of Beauty salons: 14

	Name of Salon
	# of Ads placed
	# of different ads 
	Size of Ads
	Level of advancement

	La Jean's Beauty Salon
	10
	2
	M (9)
	S (1)
	2(9)
	1(1)

	Minnie's Beauty Shoppe
	1
	1
	S
	2

	Lilac Beauty Shoppe
	4
	1
	S
	1

	Superior Hair Shoppe
	6
	1
	S
	2

	Seminole Indian Beauty Parlor
	3
	1
	S
	2

	Mitzi Bobette Beauty Shoppe
	11
	5
	S

(4)
	M

(1)
	S

(1)
	M

(2)
	M

(3)
	1

(4)
	3

(1)
	1

(1)
	3

(2)
	3

(3)

	Beauty Parlor
	5
	1
	S
	2

	The Loop Beauty Shoppe
	4
	1
	S
	1

	Hattie Dee Beauty Shoppe
	3
	   1*
	L
	2

	Winona's Beauty Shoppe
	7
	1
	S
	1

	Bogan Success Beauty Shoppe
	3
	1
	S
	2

	Swanson's Barber Shop and Beauty Parlor
	3
	1
	M
	3

	Devere Beauty Shoppe
	7
	1
	S
	2

	Flemming's Beauty Shoppe
	3
	1
	M
	3


*One of the three ads for the Hattie Dee Beauty Shoppe was a smaller size than the other two; however, since all three ads are identical except for the size, I have grouped them together as one advertisement.


	Week #
	Week Date
	# of Ads in week
	# of Salons in week

	1
	4/14/1933
	6
	6

	2
	4/22/1933
	9
	8

	3
	4/29/1933
	7
	7

	4
	5/6/1933
	10
	9

	5
	5/13/9133
	10
	10

	6
	5/20/1933
	6
	6

	7
	5/27/1933
	4
	4

	8
	6/3/1933
	5
	5

	9
	6/10/1933
	6
	6

	10
	6/17/1933
	4
	4

	11
	6/24/1933
	3
	3


Overview of 1935

· Total # of Ads: 28

· # of Beauty salons: 4

	Name of Salon
	# of Ads placed 
	# of different ads placed 
	Size of Ads
	Level of Advancement 

	Poro of Detroit Beauty Parlor
	7
	2
	M
	M
	3
	3

	Ferg-O-Beauty Salon
	9
	1
	M
	3

	Minnett's Beauty Shop
	3
	1
	M
	3

	Berthella's Hair Shoppe
	9
	1
	M
	3


	Week #
	Week Date
	# of Ads in week
	# of Salons in week

	1
	10/5/1935
	2
	1

	2
	10/12/1935
	1
	1

	3
	10/19/1935
	2
	2

	4
	10/26/1935
	1
	1

	5
	11/2/1935
	2
	2

	6
	11/9/1935
	2
	2

	7
	11/16/1935
	2
	2

	8
	11/23/1935
	3
	3

	9
	11/30/1935
	3
	3

	10
	12/7/1935
	3
	3

	11
	12/14/1935
	3
	3

	12
	12/21/1935
	2
	2

	13
	12/28/1935
	2
	2


Overview of 1937

· Total # of Ads: 76

· # of Beauty salons: 12

	Name of Salon
	# of Ads placed 
	# of different ads placed
	Size of Ads
	Level of Advancement

	Ritzy Beauty Salon
	11
	1
	M
	1

	Ray's Beauty Salon
	1
	1
	M
	2

	LaMay Beauty Shoppe
	5
	1
	L
	3

	Griffin's Beauty Salon
	9
	1
	S
	2

	Smith's Beauty Shop
	8
	1
	S
	2

	Bee Dew Beauty Shoppe
	4
	1
	L
	3

	Madam LuLu's Beauty Salon
	11
	1
	M
	3

	Belle Beauty System
	11
	2
	M
	M
	3
	3

	Willa Beauty Salon
	5
	1
	S
	2

	Quality Beauty Shoppe
	3
	1
	S
	1

	Mayfair Beauty Shoppe
	5
	1
	S
	2

	Vanity Fair Beauty Salon
	3
	1
	S
	1


	Week #
	Week Date
	# of Ads in week
	# of Salons in week

	1
	6/12/1937
	8
	8

	2
	6/26/1937
	7
	7

	3
	7/3/1937
	7
	7

	4
	7/10/1937
	7
	7

	5
	7/17/1937
	7
	7

	6
	7/24/1937
	5
	5

	7
	7/31/1937
	5
	5

	8
	8/7/1937
	7
	7

	9
	8/14/1937
	7
	7

	10
	8//211937
	8
	8

	11
	8/28/1937
	8
	8


Overview of 1939

· Total # of Ads: 21

· # of Beauty salons: 6

	Name of Salon
	# of Ads placed
	# of different ads placed 
	Size of Ads
	Level of Advancement

	Ruby's Beauty Shoppe
	6
	2
	L
	L
	3
	3

	Trio Beauty Salon
	4
	1
	S
	1

	LaMay Beauty Shoppe
	4
	1
	S
	2

	Quality Beauty Shoppe
	1
	1
	S
	2

	Vernor Beauty Shoppe
	3
	1
	S
	2

	Modern Way Beauty Salon
	3
	1
	S
	2


	Week #
	Week Date
	# of Ads in week
	# of Salons in week

	1
	1/14/1939
	2
	2

	2
	1/21/1939
	2
	2

	3
	1/28/1939
	2
	2

	4
	2/4/1939
	4
	4

	5
	2/11/1939
	4
	4

	6
	2/18/1939
	3
	3

	7
	2/25/1939
	4
	4
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Accepting the responsibilities of a McNair scholar was one of the first steps in my journey in becoming a graduate student.  Looking back on my McNair experience, now that I have been accepted and am on my way to a Ph.D., I recognize that working closely with my mentor was one of the best gifts bestowed upon me by this program. Dr. Ann Stacks provided me with well needed support and knowledge that helped me to get where I am today and will surely also help me long into my career as a researcher. I'm excited at the aspect of a lifetime of research that will improve the lives of at-risk women and their children, and much of this is due to a very positive first research experience.
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Infants born before 37 weeks gestation are considered premature and are at risk for a host of developmental problems. The rate at which infants are born prematurely is currently rising, in just a ten year span (1996 -2006) it rose a full 16% (March of Dimes, 2009). Along with this, the incidence of an infant being identified as low birth weight (under 2500g) is at the highest rate identified in three decades (Browne, 2003). And although the birth and survival of a premature infant is more common than it was several decades ago, it is no less serious due to the myriad of medical, physical, cognitive and emotional complications that also come related to premature birth. These complications may result in neglectful maternal care.

Premature Birth and  Later Development
 The womb provides the developing fetuses brain the best environment for neurological organization, the development of diurnal cycles, mild forms of stimulation, like the sound of its mother muted voice and heart beat, and the chance to simply grow unimpeded. The earlier an infant is born the more likely it is that he/she will experience serious and lasting disabilities. Of the most premature infants, those born at or before 28 weeks gestation, 25% will experience serious disabilities, and 50% will experience later learning and behavioral difficulties. The risk of disability decreases the longer the fetus remains in the womb. At 32 to 33 weeks serious physical disabilities are less likely, but serious behavioral and learning disabilities remain a possibility until the 34th week. After this time behavioral and learning disabilities while still far from rare are more subtle (March of Dimes, 2009).
Research suggests that compared to full term infants, premature infants pay less attention to objects and have lower levels of task oriented persistence, both of which are early indicators of delay in cognitive development (Holditch & Davis, 1997).  In addition to cognitive delays, very premature infants also exhibit a higher rate of emotional and behavioral problems including, negative affect and a heightened risk of emotional deregulation (Erickson & Lowe, 2008) less vocalization (Holditch & Davis, 1997), poor coordination and a cry that many adults find to be more aversive or irritating than the cries of full term infants (Frodi & Senchak, 1990). Adults rely on behavioral cues to understand the infant’s psychological and physiological needs. When cues are difficult for a caregiver to read, social interaction with the infant may be compromised thereby decreasing the protective effect that sensitive caregiver has on development.  
 The Effect of Parenting on Preterm Development

Fifty years of research supports the notion that sensitive parenting supports healthy infant development.  Mary Ainsworth was among the first to recognize the importance of parental sensitivity, which she characterizes as a caregiver’s ability to recognize that the infant has a need, correctly interpret the need (based on infant cues), and respond appropriately to the need (Ainsworth, 1969).  This type of care is particularly important for preterm infants who are at risk for developmental problems however it may also be more difficult because of the infant’s compromised ability to send clear behavioral cues (Erickson & Lowe, 2008) .

All newborn infants require a great deal of time and attention, though full term infants very soon after birth have the ability to provide their mother with the satisfaction of reciprocal emotion, a smile or coo. Preterm infants, on the other hand are on a different developmental path, and it may take more time for them to provide their mother with the reciprocal emotion that is craved by all caregivers. According to Sameroff and Chandler’s transactional model (1975) which suggests that both infant and parent behaviors influence each other over time, parents may become frustrated by the lack of infant responsiveness and my find it more difficult to provide sensitive care, in turn making it more difficult for the infant to regulate emotion. Impaired development of emotional regulation may perpetuate frustration further challenging the positive input needed for healthy socio-emotional development (see figure 1). The frustrations experienced by mothers may be due to the same preterm characteristics that have led researchers to label preterm’s as being “poor social partners” (Salerni 2007).
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Characteristics of Premature Infants that may Influence Neglect
Appearance.   The general appearance of a baby has evolved as an effective elicitor of the care giving response.  However, the facial features of a baby born prematurely differ from those of full terms infants in that they lack many of the baby-like feature adults report they find attractive (Maier et. al, 1984). This study that showed adults a picture of premature infant and a full-term infant, also found that adults reported that they thought the premature infant would also be more difficult to care for,more likely to have feeding difficulties, and that based on appearance alone they would be less willing to care for that infant. 
Cry.   The cries of premature infants have, in several studies, been related to less than optimal responses by parents. Frodi et al. (1990) found that adults reported the cries of preterm infants as especially aversive when compared to full term cries. Studies suggest that crying is directly related to a parent’s perception of the infant,, with more aversive cries  being harder for a parent to read and being associated with the perception of a difficult infant temperament. (LaGasse, Neal &Lester 2005) When a premature cry is paired with the image of a premature face, adults beliefs about the infants became even more negative (Frodi et al., 1990) 

Difficult Temperament.   Hughes, Shults, McGrath and Medoff-Cooper (2002) reported that premature infants are most often characterized as having a “difficult” temperament (Chess & Thomas, 1996). Specifically, Hughes et al. (2002) found that parents of six month old preterm infants reported their babies as having more irregular sleeping and eating patterns, as being more difficult to soothe and more lethargic in their motions, and as being more likely to withdraw from stimuli. Hughes et al. (2002) suggest that parents can become over protective of their infants after leaving the NICU, and that a consequence of that overprotection can be overstimulation. Overstimulation of the infant may cause the baby to “shut down” and provide fewer responses, which may be a possible trigger for suboptimal parenting. Hunter et al. (1978) linked infant lack of responsivity to caregiver neglect, where, 3.9% of the preterm infants and sick infants in the NICU were later reported as mistreated. Those infants confirmed as maltreated were on average smaller, less mature and less perfect in appearance than the other babies in the study. The authors indicated that these children had also not been visited as much while in the NICU and that the cause of this may have been due in part to the infant’s inability to respond affectively to their parent, resulting in a lack of motivation by the mothers to interact with these infants. 
Fortunately, most mothers are able to respond to ambiguous signals sent by an increasingly frustrated infant, in a soothing, patient manner, recognizing that the baby’s frustration is not to be taken personally and that this behavior, while frustrating, is part of raising a preterm infant. A mother who is sensitive and consistent will be successful in helping a baby calm down resulting in the infants later ability to self-soothe.
Areas for Further Research

 With variation in gestational age comes variance in the number and type of characteristics related to prematurity. Not all premature infants will be difficult in temperament, have atypical cries, and differing appearance. Just as not all parents, in fact very few, will neglect their preterm infant. However, because the heightened risk of maltreatment and neglect experienced by premature infants further research should be done. Future research should focus on assessing preterm infants while still in the NICU for number and type of characteristics present. By identifying these characteristics staff could better prepare the parent for what to expect upon bringing their infant home thereby possibly avoiding frustration and disappointment on the part of the parent, and perhaps bettering the chances that the infant will enjoy an environment sensitive enough to facilitate future growth. The purpose of this study is to understand if premature birth is associated with medical and emotional neglect at 14 months of age.

Method

Sample
The data used in this study were from the Early Head Start Research and Evaluation Study, a four year longitudinal study which included 3,001 infants and their parent(s) from 17 Early Head Start programs located in different areas of the United States. Early Head Start is a federally funded program which seeks support school readiness and parenting for low income pregnant women and families with children up to age three. Early Head Start services can include any or all of the following: home visits, child care, case management, parenting education, health care and referral services and family support. The participants in this project were randomly assigned to an experimental group (n=1,513) who received Early Head Start Services and a control group (n=1,488) who did not receive services.  Parent Service Interviews occurred at enrollment and at intervals of 6, 15 and 26 months after enrollment. Data collected in these interviews include information on the use of Early Head Start and other services, questions about achievement of economic self sufficiency, and family and child health. Child and family assessments were collected separately from the Parent Service Interviews by field interviewers in the family’s home when the infant was 14, 24, and 36 months old. The infant’s development, quality of the home environment and parent-child interactions were assessed during these interviews. 
This study included only families who had complete parent-child interaction data at 14 months. These subjects were split into the following two groups: (1) full term infants, defined as being born at least 37 weeks gestation with a birth weight of 6 lbs. and over (N=1108), and (2)  preterm infants, defined as having a gestational age of under 37 weeks  with a  birth weight of 5 lbs. and under (N= 102). Infants where categorized in this manner to insure that that those infants that made up the full term group were truly full term and included babies at the healthiest birth weight. The dataset did not provide the gestational age of infants and some infants born prior to 37 weeks gestation weighed as much as 8 pounds. Because it was not expected that infants born after 34 weeks gestation would have the characteristics described above, only infants under 6 pounds were included in this sample. 

Mothers of the preterm infant group fell into three racial groups: Black (36.3%), Hispanic (22.5%), and White (37.3%).. The mothers of the full term infant group also fell into three racial categories: Black (32.2%), Hispanic (25.6%) and White (35.6%), over half of this group was also over twenty years old (63.3%) and half were unemployed (50%). 
Procedure

Questionnaires used in this study were from Parent Services Interviews collected at baseline and 6 months. These questionnaires provided information about gestational age, birth weight and health care. Parent-child interaction data from the 14 month child and family assessment were also used.

While this study did not directly assess neglect,  questions regarding medical care as well as scores from the assessment of parent child interactions were  used in the as a gauge of medical and emotional neglect. Parent-child interaction variables such as parental support, parent detachment, parent intrusiveness, and parent negative regard were chosen as scores that if too high, or in the case of parental support too low, may act as an indication of maternal emotional neglect. Several medical care variables were chosen that in extremes can indicate medical neglect, for example too few wellness checkups and too many visits to the emergency room may be indicative of neglect.  

Measures

Parent-Child Interaction. The Parent Supportiveness, Parent Detachment, Parent Intrusiveness, and Parent Negative Regard subscales from the Three Bag Task were used to measure parental emotional neglect (Brady et al., 1999). The task is videotaped and lasts for 10 minutes, during this time mother and child are given three numbered bags of toys. The mother is instructed to spend time playing with her child utilizing the toys in each bag, and progressing through the bags in sequential order. Coders rate the interaction based on six scales: sensitivity, positive regard, stimulation of cognitive development, detachment, intrusiveness and negative regard. Scales are assessed on a seven point scale, “1” indicating a very low incidence of the behavior and “7” indicating a very high incidence of the behavior. The Parent Supportiveness scale higher scores indicate more positive behavior, whereas higher scores on detachment, negative regard, and intrusiveness indicate more negative behaviors. In this study, neglectful mothers have low scores on the supportiveness subscale and high scores on intrusiveness, detachment, and negative regard. 

Medical Neglect. Medical neglect was not measured in the EHSRE study.  As a result an attempt was made to approximate medical neglect by looking at the number of checkups received, number of doctors visits made related to illness, and number of ER visits by 6 months of age. 


Results

Preliminary Analysis. 

Cross tabulations were used to examine if there were significant differences in demographic characteristics between parents of premature and full-term infants. To investigate whether being born premature or being born full term differed based on race, education, marital status, or sex of child, chi-square statistics were used. Assumptions were checked and met, and indicate that there were no significant differences in prematurity based on race ( χ2= 4.29, df= 3, N=1765, p= .232),  marital status ( χ2 = .85, df = 1,  N = 1786, p = .357) or sex of child ( χ2 = .144, df = 1, N = 1791,  = .704) . Significant differences in premature birth based on maternal education were found, mothers who completed more than 12 years of schooling were more likely to give birth to a premature infant ( χ2 = 10.18, df = 2,  N = 1739, p < .05). Because there were far more full term infants (N =1 578) than preterm infants (N = 161) the strength of the association was calculated. The value of Phi was .08 and considered to be small. As a result demographic variables are not held constant in subsequent analyses. 
Parent-Child interaction.   A one way ANOVA was used to examine if there were significant differences in demographic characteristics of the mothers and parent child interaction. All indicators of parent child interaction were associated with demographic characteristics of the sample. Differences for each sub-scale are reported below and in tables 1-4.Statistically significant differences were found among the 3 racial groups for parent supportiveness, F(3, 1921) = 78.46, p < .001, parent detachment F(3, 1921) = 18.95, p < .001, parent intrusiveness F(3, 1921) = 47.98, p < .001, and parent negative regard F(3, 1921) = 49.24, p < .001. Table 1 describes results of post hoc tests. Scheffe tests indicate that there were significant differences among (p < .001 for all groups) White mothers (M = 4.34, SD = .99), Hispanic mothers (M = 3.76, SD = .98) and African American mothers (M = 3.57, SD = 1.01) for parent supportiveness. Post hoc tests using Tamhane indicated that African American mothers scored higher on detachment (M = 1.84, SD =1.15) than White mothers (M = 1.46, SD = .83 p <. 001); African American mothers also scored higher on intrusiveness (M = 2.87, SD = 1.23)  than White mothers (M = 2.12, SD = 1.13, p < .001) and Hispanic mothers (M = 2.60, SD = 1.13, p < .01) and that Hispanic mothers scored significantly higher on intrusiveness that White mothers (p < .001). Finally, African American Mothers scored significantly higher on negative regard (M = 1.75, SD = 1.01) than Hispanic (M  = 1.37, SD = .65, p < .001) or White mothers (M = 1.28, SD = .60, p < .001).  
Statistically significant differences were found between marital status and parent supportiveness F(1, 1453) = 34.39, p < .001, parent detachment F(1, 1453) = 12.96, p < .001, parent intrusiveness F(3, 1921) = 25.16, p < .001, and parent negative regard F(3, 1921) = 40.39, p < .001, as indicated in table 2. Mothers who were married scored higher on parent supportiveness (M = 4.18, SD = 1.11) and lower on detachment (M = 1.48, SD = 1.91), intrusiveness (M = 2.26, SD = 1.18), and negative regard (M = 1.27, SD = .54) than mothers who were not married (M = 3.84, SD = 1.02; M = 1.67, SD = .98; M = 2.60, SD = 1.22; M = 1.53, SD = .85, respectively).

Significantly significant differences were found among maternal education levels and parent supportiveness F(2,1878) = 90.49, p < .001, parent detachment F(2,1878)= 22.79, p < .001, parent intrusiveness F(2,1878)= 40.50, p < .001, and parent negative regard F(2,1878)= 10.69, p < .001. Table 3A describes results of post hoc tests. Scheffe tests indicate that there were significant differences among (p < .001 for all groups) mothers with the highest levels of education scored higher on parent supportiveness (M=4.36, SD=1.02)  than mothers with 12 years of schooling/GED (M = 4.09, SD =. 99), who scored higher than mothers with less than 12 years of schooling (M = 3.62, SD = 1.01) . Mothers with more than 12 years of education also scored lower on intrusiveness, (M = 2.24, SD = 1.16) than mothers with 12 years (M = 2.35, SD = 1.21), with the highest scores belonging to mothers with less than 12 years of education (M = 2.70, SD = 1.26). Post hoc tests using Tahmane indicated that mothers with the least education scored significantly higher on detachment (M = 1.78, SD = 1.12) than mother with 12 years of an education or a GED or those with more than 12 years (M = 1.44, SD =. 812) and that mothers with 12 years of schooling or a GED (M = 1.50, SD = .897) scored significantly higher than mothers with more than 12 years of education (p < .001). Mothers with less than 12 years of education (M = 1.56, SD = .88) also scored significantly higher on negative regard than mothers with over 12 years of education (M = 1.31, SD = .612) or mothers with a high school diploma or GED (M = 1.42, SD =. 773), who scored significantly higher than those mothers with over 12 years of education (p < .01). 

Statistically significant differences were found between child gender and parent supportiveness F(1, 1955) = 8.71, p<.01, intrusiveness F(1, 1955) = 11.61, p < .01, and negative regard F(1, 1955) = 8.135, p < .01, as indicated in table 4A. Females babies (M = 4.01, SD = 1.03) received significantly more support than male babies (M = 3.87, SD = 1.08), and had scores significantly lower on parental intrusiveness (M = 2.39, SD = 2.12) and negative regard (M = 1.40, SD = .741) than male babies (M = 2.58, SD = 1.25; M = 1.51, SD =. 83, respectively.

Medical Care     A one way ANOVA was used to examine if there were significant differences in demographic characteristics and medical care received by the infants in the study. Medical care was based on the number of checkups the child received by 6 months of age, the number of doctors visits for illness by 6 months, the number of ER visits by 6 months A statistically significant difference was found among several of the levels of maternal demographics and the number of checkups the child received by 6 months including maternal race F(44.77, 1481.63) = 3.67, p = .00, the level of maternal education F(36.19, 1252.68) = 3.44, p =. 000, and marital status F(9.15, 382.77) = 2.64, p =. 000. Statistically significant differences were also found between several of the maternal demographic levels and the number of doctor visits the child received at by six months of age because of illness, specifically these differences were found in maternal race F(63.52, 1454.48) = 4.692, p = .000, level of education F(29.54, 1261) = 2.471, p = .001, and marital status F(8.10, 380.99) = 2.07, p =.005. Statistically significant differences were again found between the number of times infants visited the ER by the age of six months and maternal race F(14.65,1547.28) = 2.08, p = .028, and sex of the child F(7, 499.74) = 3.14, p = .001. Differences for each sub-scale are reported below and in tables 1B –2B.
Significant differences were found between maternal race and medical care received by the child in number of checkups received by the 6 months F(3, 1955) = 11.94, p < .001, the number of doctor visits the child received for illness F(3, 1952) = 33.82, p < .001, and the number of visits the child had to the emergency room F(3, 1990) = 3.92, p<.01, differences can be found in table 1B . The post hoc test indicated there were significant differences between all groups (p<.001), as seen in table 1B. Caucasian infants received the most checkups (M = 2.48, SD = 2.30), illness related doctor visits (M = 2.38, SD = 3.47), and visits to the ER (M =.47, SD = 1.05). African American infants received that second most amount of checkups, visits for illness, and ER visits (M = 2.10, SD = 2.80;M = 1.10, SD = 2.32; M =.45, SD = 1.34, respectively) and Hispanic infants received the least (M = 1.63, SD = 1.98; M = 1.03, SD = 1.92; M =.26, SD = .99, respectively).

Significant differences were found between maternal level of education and medical care received by the child in number of checkups received by the 6 months F(3, 1955) = 11.94, p < .001, the number of doctor visits the child received for illness F(3, 1952) = 33.82, p < .001, and the number of visits the child had to the emergency room F(3, 1990) = 3.92, p <. 01. Post hoc tests indicated there were significant differences between all groups (p <. 05), and are provided in table 2B. Mothers with more than 12 years of education brought their child to the doctor for illness the most ( M = 1.89, SD = 3.12), followed by mothers with a HS degree or GED (M = 1.88, SD = 2.97), mothers with less than 12 years of education brought their child to the doctor the least (M = 1.25, SD = 2.47). Mothers who achieved their high school degree or GED brought their child to the most checkups, and ER visits (M = 2.42, SD = 2.41; M =.52, SD = 1.23, respectively). Mothers with the less than 12 years of education provided the least amount of checkups (M = 1.90, SD = 2.51) and the second most amount of ER visits (M = .37, SD = 1). While mothers with over 12 years of education provided the second most amount of checkups (M = 2.20, SD = 2.30) and the least amount of ER visits (M =.36, SD = 1.03). 

Significant differences were found between marital status and medical care received by the child in the number of doctor visits the child related to illness F(1,1774) = 12.80, p <.001. A one-way ANOVA provided that mothers who were married (M = 1.32, SD = 2.58) brought their infant to the doctor for illness related reasons significantly more than mothers who were not married (M = 1.81, SD = 2.97). No other comparisons between medical care and marital status were significant. 

Significant differences were found between child gender and the number of ER visits they experienced F(1,2056) =7 .97, p < .05). A one-way ANOVA showed that male infants(M = .48,SD = 1.08) experienced significantly more visits  to the ER than female infants (M = .34, SD = 1.09). No other comparisons between medical care and child gender were significant. 
Primary Analysis 


Results of the preliminary analysis suggested that several demographic variables were significant correlates of the dependent variables in the study. To control for these variables a composite risk variable was created. Marital status and mother’s education level were made into dummy variables so that they, with child gender could be combined into a composite variable titled risk. Scores on this variable range from 1 to 3, with higher scores indicating more risk. Race was also a significant correlate of all dependent variables, but was not included in the risk variable, rather separate analyses were run by race.

Parental Neglect    Simultaneous multiple regression was conducted to investigate the best predictor of parental sensitivity. The means, standard deviations and inter-correlations can be found in table 1c-4c. The composite variable and a variable indicating the child as preterm (<36 weeks and <6 lbs) or full term (>36 weeks and > 6 lbs.) were entered simultaneously into the regression. Four separate regressions were conducted to determine if each of the four indicators of parental emotional neglect (supportiveness, detachment, intrusiveness, and negative regard) were predicted by risk and premature status. Results are reported below and in table 3a.The model including the independent variables risk and prematurity were a significant correlate of parent supportiveness for all racial groups; Caucasian F(2,448) = 7.19, p < .01, African American F(2,400) = 9.46, p <.001, and Hispanic F(2,310) = 5.22, p <. 01. The adjusted R2 for each of these groups (027,.041, and .046, respectively) indicates that., very little variance was explained by risk and birth status in Caucasian (2.7 %), African American (4%), and Hispanic (2.7 %) parents and only risk was a significant correlate of supportiveness. 

The model predicting detachment was significant for the three levels of race, Caucasian F(2,448) = 3.06, p <.05, African American F(2,400) = 3.08, p <.05, and Hispanic F(2,310) = 3.78, p <.05. However, prematurity was not a significant indicator of parent detachment and adjusted R2 revealed that risk accounted for 2 % or less of the variance, for each racial group.

The model looking at risk and premature births  effect on parental intrusiveness provided significant correlations for two of the three levels of race, Caucasian F(2,448)=12.9, p <.001, and Hispanic  F(2310)=3.43, p <.05. However, while prematurity was a significant indicator of parental intrusiveness for Caucasian and Hispanic mothers, and risk was a significant indicator for Caucasian mothers only, both indicators provided very little of the variance explained( 5% and 2 % ,respectively). The model predicting parent negative regard based on risk and premature birth  provided significant correlations only for the Caucasian group F(2,448) = 8.13, p <.001. However, though risk and prematurity were both significant indicators for parent negative regard their effect size indicates that they account for a very small amount of the variance, 3%. 
Medical Care    The model looking at risk and premature births effect on medical care as provided by the mother provided no significant (p <.05) correlations with race, maternal education, marital status or child gender.
Discussion

      The hypothesis followed that the difficult nature of the characteristics common to  some premature infants would make it difficult for  mothers of  preterm infants to provide sensitive care and place them at higher risk for being emotionally and medically The study, however did not reveal any associations between  premature infants and neglectful care giving by the mother and did not support the hypothesis. Mothers of preterm infants who participated in the study where shown by comparison to mothers of full term infants to be providing sufficient emotional and health care support to their infant The two groups of mothers did not significantly differ in their of emotional support as represented in several subscales of the Three Bag Task or health care provision as represented health care focused questions taken from the EHSRE Parent Service Follow-Up Interviews. 
     The lack of support for the hypothesis may be due to the success of the intervention of the  Early Head Start Program. Interventions such as parental education have been supported as effective. For example, Hess and Hussey-Gardner (2004) suggest that mother’s with greater knowledge of their child’s development are more sensitive regardless of levels of parental confidence after giving birth to a preterm, high risk , or normal infant. Further focus on this topic may look to populations not receiving the services of Early Head Start. Also should the infant characteristics focused on in this study had been present, it may also have been that the family support offered by Early Head Start worked to temper the stress the mother may have been experiencing. Van den Boom (1994) suggests that mothers with particularly irritable infants, who are experiencing significant amounts of stress who are given emotional and contributory support are more able to remain supportive and responsive to their infants. 


Finally, it may be that neglect is not child driven, rather that it is parent driven and that most parents are able to respond to their infant in a sensitive manner even when the infant has a difficult temperament or an appearance different than that of most newborns.  A variety of studies suggest that child abuse and neglect is associated with family stress, parent demographic variables, like age, SES, marital status, substance use, and parent’s own history of abuse and neglect.

Practical Applications

 While the hypothesis for this study was not supported this and more specific research utilizing the EHRSE data set may provide further support for the effectiveness and importance of interventions for mothers whose children do have or may develop the difficult characteristics associated with prematurity. This study did find that demographic variables were significant predictors of parenting and that mothers who were more at-risk were those who were single, with lower levels of education, Programs like Early Head Start recognize these risks and offer services to low income parents who have other risk factors, like being a young or single parent, having low levels of education, or having a child with special needs. Programs should continue to offer services to families who are considered high-risk. 

Helping mothers of preterm infants, especially those who have demographic characteristics that may place them at risk, to beware of the special characteristics that some premature infants have and what to expect in the development of their own infant may help parents to adjust to the needs of these infants and to better read their cues. Further research in atypical characteristics of preterm infants may yield a strong basis for the development of in- hospital education programs for mother of premature infants before discharge. Prior knowledge of how a premature infant may act differently from a full term infant may act as a powerful tool in conjunction with continuing emotional and instrumental supports.
Limitations

      Some short falls of this study include the assumption that the preterm infants involved in this study had the characteristics the hypothesis was based upon. This assumption may have weakened the outcome as there were no clear indicators that any of the preterm infants in the study actually had one or several of the characteristics previously described. Insufficiencies in the study could also be placed upon the measures examined as they may be inappropriate for the recognition of neglect. While the Three Bag Task is an appropriate measure for sensitivity/insensitivity in parent and child interaction, and a strong indicator of appropriate emotional support, it is not utilized to measure neglect.     The utilization of data related to the health care received by the infant in the first 14 months of life may also have been too simple to truly touch on the complex nature of neglect. Choosing only a few questions from the Parent Service Follow-Up Interview that focused on health care received by the infants, may have been too limited and insensitive for the recognition of neglect. The use of medical care questions may also have been confounded by the income. Though Early Head Start provided some health care referral services it is likely based on the socioeconomic status of the population, that many mothers were not able to get their child the care needed due to general lack of resources and not the consequences of insensitive care giving. Further among both groups, it appears that parents are on average supportive of their infant, are not intrusive, detached or show negative regard.  Most parents also provided what appeared to be adequate health care for their infant.
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 Table 1a 
  Racial Differences in Parent-Child Interactions
  _____________________________________________________________________________
  White      African American    Hispanic        ANOVA                                     _________   ________________    ___________    ___________ 

Variable                        
                                               M            SD                 M             SD                 M             SD                 F           p                            
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                 

Parent            4.34   .99      3.57   .99     3.61    .99    78.45  .001

Supportiveness
Parent   
     1.46    .83     1.84   1.45
 1.58    .99    18.97  .001

Detachment

Parent           2.12    1.13    2.87   1.28     2.60   1.61    47.98  .001

Intrusiveness 

Parent          1.28   .60       1.75   1.01     1.37   .65     49.92  .001

Negative Regard

_____________________________________________________________________________

Table 2a 
  Differences in Parent-Child Interactions Based on Marital Status
_____________________________________________________________________________
                                                            MARRIED           SINGLE            ANOVA      

                       ____________    ______________    ____________    
      Variable                        

                                                           M            SD                         M             SD                      F          p                
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________                                         
     Parent               4.18   1.11       3.84   1.01      34.39   .001      
  Supportiveness
  Parent               1.48   .91
     1.67    .99
    12.95   .001    

  Detachment

  Parent               2.26  1.18        2.60   1.22
    25.16   .001     

  Intrusiveness 

  Parent               1.27   .54        1.53    .54      40.40   .001      

  Negative Regard

_____________________________________________________________________________
    Table 3a 
  Differences in Parent-Child Interactions Based on Maternal Education Level

  _____________________________________________________________________________
                                   < 12 years      HS degree/GED     > 12 years          ANOVA
              ____________    _____________     ___________        ________  

      Variable                        
                                 M            SD                      M             SD                      M             SD                         F           p                            
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________                                        
     Parent     3.62  1.01       4.09   .99       4.36   1.02        90.49  .001
  Supportiveness
  Parent     1.78  1.12
     1.50    .90
     1.44
.81         22.79  .001

  Detachment

  Parent     2.70  1.26      2.35
1.21       2.24   1.57        27.27  .001

  Intrusiveness 

  Parent     1.56   .88      1.42    .77       1.31   .61         16.69  .001

  Negative Regard

_____________________________________________________________________________

Table 4a 
  Differences in Parent-Child Interactions Based on Child’s Gender
  _____________________________________________________________________________
                                                            Female             Male           ANOVA         

                       ____________    ______________    ____________    
      Variable                        

                                                             M            SD                    M             SD                         F           p                
    __________________________________________________________________________________________                                   
      Parent                4.01  1.03       3.87   1.08       8.71   .01      
  Supportiveness
  Parent                1.59   .95
     1.66   1.05
     2.32   =.13    

  Detachment

  Parent                2.39  1.22        2.60  1.25
    25.16   .01     

  Intrusiveness 

  Parent                1.40   .74        1.51   .88      40.40   .01      

  Negative Regard

____________________________________________________________________________

Table 1b 
  Racial Differences in Medical Care Received by Child

_____________________________________________________________________________
                                           White        African American     Hispanic         ANOVA
                 ________      _______________    _____________     _______
  Variable                        
                                          M            SD                     M             SD                   M             SD                     F           p                            
   ____________________________________________________________________________________________                                      # of            2.48   2.30      2.10    2.80     1.63   1.98    11.94   .001

Checkups

# of Illness    2.38   3.47      1.10   2.32      1.03  .91      33.88   .001 Related Visits 

  
# of ER         .47     1.05      .45   1.34       .26   .71       3.92   .01

  Visits

_____________________________________________________________________________

Table 2b 
Differences in Medical Care Received by Child Based on Maternal Education Level
  _____________________________________________________________________________
                        < 12 years        HS degree/GED       > 12 years        ANOVA
          ____________    _________________    _____________     _______ Variable                        
                                  M            SD                        M             SD                         M             SD                   F           p                            
      _______________________________________________________________________________________                             
# of         1.90   2.51       2.42   2.41        2.20   2.26     8.17   .001

 Checkups

#of Illness  1.25   2.47
 1.88   2.97
  1.89   3.13     12.32  .001 Related 
Visits

#of ER      .37   1.00        .52
  1.23        .36    1.03     4.13   .05

 Visits
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"The obvious mathematical breakthrough would be development of an easy way to factor large prime numbers." ~Bill Gates
Introduction

For thousands of years people have been fascinated by numbers and the properties of numbers.  Prime numbers, in particular, were of equally great interest to the mathematicians of antiquity as they are to the mathematicians of the present.  Today, the study of prime numbers is crucial to the rapid advancement of computer science and technology.  Computer algorithms and prime numbers go hand in hand and are the basis for security in banking, commerce, and foreign relations.  The factorization of composite numbers into prime numbers is especially important to today's technology.  

This study, while it focuses on a single special problem, is one brick of the fundamental road of the problem of the prime factorization of large composite numbers.  This study investigates and confirms knowledge that already exists regarding prime numbers.  Concepts such as repunit numbers, congruence mod p, Fermat's Little Theorem, and the Rational Root Theorem were used in this study.  We will take a look at some theorems, definitions, and examples that will help the reader understand the background information and technical terminology associated with this study.
 Repunit Numbers

One of the most captivating elements of the Real Number system is the set of Repunit numbers.  During the nineteenth century many mathematicians studied repunit numbers to learn more about decimals [3].  Repunit numbers are the key to this investigation because factoring them is the basis of this study.  

Definition 1  A repunit is an integer with decimal expansion containing all 1s [2].
Example 1  The set {1, 11, 111, 1111, 11111} is a set of repunit numbers.
Factorization of Repunits

Because we are exploring the prime factorization large composite numbers, we can focus on the special problem of factoring repunit numbers.  The following theorem describes a method of factorization that is useful for factoring binomials with degree n.
Theorem 1 (Rational Root Theorem)  x n - 1= (x - 1)(x n-1 + x n-2+...+ x 2 + x + 1), where n is a positive integer [1].
Now we will demonstrate how the theorem works through the use of some examples.
Example 2  Let n = 5
x 5-1= (x -1)(x 4 + x 3+ x 2 + x + 1)
Example 3  Let x = 10
10 n - 1= (10 - 1)(10 n-1 + 10 n-2+...+ 10 2+ 10 + 1)
Example 4  Let x = 10 and n = 5
10 5-1= (10 -1)(10 4 + 10 3+ 10 2 + 10 + 1)
= 9 (10 4 + 10 3+ 10 2 + 10 + 1)
= 9 (11,111)

Since 10 5-1 = 9 (11111), this means that we have a simpler way of describing large repunit numbers with n ones.  So, for instance, if we want to talk about a number with 15 ones, instead of writing 111111111111111, we can write (10 15 − 1).  While this method is helpful for factoring, it is effective to utilize other methods of factoring.  Another way of factoring composite numbers is to use the sieve of Eratosthenes.  

Factoring using the Sieve of Eratosthenes

In order to properly explain the sieve of Eratosthenes it is necessary to mention the following theorem.
Theorem 2  If n is a composite integer, then n has a prime factor not exceeding [image: image14.wmf]

We can use this theorem to find all the primes less than or equal to a given positive integer n.  To do so we use the Sieve of Eratosthenes, which is a process used to check whether a given number is prime.  This process will be demonstrated for primes less than 25.  The technique is to simply eliminate all the multiples of all of the primes less than 10, which are 2, 3, 5, and 7.  This leaves us with 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 19, 21, and 23 which are all prime (except for 1).  The figure below shows the elimination of the multiples of the prime numbers 2, 3, 5, and 7 by the black squares.  We see that only prime numbers are left in the white boxes [2].

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	21
	22
	23
	24
	25



Now we can use Theorem 2 to find the factors of n.  We will look at a trivial case to see how this method of finding prime numbers is helpful in factoring.  Say we want to find the factors of 24.  We would have to check all of the primes less than or equal to 
[image: image15] < 5, which are 2 and 3.  We check if 2 is a factor by dividing 24/2 = 12, so 2 is a factor.  Now we check if 3 is a factor by dividing 24/3 = 8, so 3 is a factor.  Now we know that 2 and 3 are both factors of 24, which makes completing the factorization much simpler because we already have two of the factors.  Clearly 2·2·2·3 = 24.  This method is useful for factoring composite numbers that are relatively small, say four or five digits long.  But for numbers that are ninety digits long, it is much more efficient to use a computer software program. 

 [image: image16.wmf]

One observation that was made with regards factoring composite numbers, especially  10n - 1, is the relationship between Fermat's Little Theorem, the composite numbers, and the prime factors.
Factoring Using Fermat's Little Theorem

In order to effectively show how Fermat's Little Theorem is used to factor large composite numbers we must define congruence modulo n.
Definition 2  Let n be a positive integer.  Integers a and b are said to be congruent modulo n if they have the same remainder when divided by n.  This is denoted by writing a ≡ b (mod n).  Also, n is a factor of (a − b).
Example 5  Let a = 1000, b = 1, and n = 37

So we check if 1000/37 has the same remainder as 1/37.

	1000/37 =    2.7
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1/37 =  37 |1.000
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So, 1000 ≡ 1 (mod 37).  This means that 10 3 ≡ 1 (mod 37).   Also note that this means that 37 is a factor of 1000 – 1 = 999.  Now, we also must state a Lemma and a Corollary before we can prove the theorem.

Lemma 1  If a, b, and c are positive integers such that the greatest common divisor of a and b is 1 and a is a factor of bc, then a is a factor of c [2].
Corollary 1 If a, b, c, and m are integers such that m > 0, the greatest common divisor of c and m is 1, and ac ≡ bc (mod m), then a ≡ b (mod m) [2].

Now we will state and prove Fermat's Little Theorem.
Theorem 3 (Fermat's Little Theorem)  If  p is prime and a is a positive integer such that p is not a factor of a, then  a p – 1 ≡ 1 (mod p)

Proof:  Consider the p – 1 integers a, 2a,..., (p – 1)a.  None of these integers are divisible by p, for if p is factor of ja then by Lemma 1, p is factor of j, because p is not a factor of a.  This is impossible, because 1 ≤  j  ≤  p – 1.  Furthermore, no two of the integers a, 2a,..., (p – 1)a are congruent modulo p.  To see this assume that ja ≡ ka (mod p), where 1 ≤  j < k ≤ p – 1.  Then by Corollary 1, because 1 is the greatest common divisor of a and p, we have j ≡ k (mod p).  This is impossible because j and k are positive integers less than p – 1.

Because the integers a, 2a,..., (p – 1)a are a set of p – 1 integers all incongruent to 0, and no two are congruent modulo p, we know that the least positive residues taken in some order must be integers 1, 2,..., (p – 1).  As a consequence, the product of the integers a, 2a,..., (p – 1)a is congruent modulo p to the product if the first p - 1 positive integers.  Hence,
a·2a···(p – 1)a ≡ 1·2···(p – 1) (mod p).
Therefore, a p – 1(p – 1)! ≡ (p – 1)! (mod p).  

Because 1 is the greatest common divisor of (p – 1)! and  p, we use Corollary 2.1 to cancel (p – 1)! to obtain  a p – 1  ≡ 1 (mod p), which is what we wanted to prove.3 
Now, because of Definition 2, we know that p is a factor of (a p – 1 − 1).  So for example, if we let a = 10 and  p = 17, then 17 is a factor of (10 16 − 1).  Since

 (10 16 − 1) = (10 8 − 1) (10 8 + 1) then this means that 17 is a factor of either (10 8 − 1) or 

(10 8 + 1).  This is very useful for factoring large composite numbers when large prime numbers are known (See page 217 in [2]).
Factoring Using Maple

Because it is difficult to factor large numbers manually, even when all of the above factoring methods are utilized, we use the mathematical computer software Maple to do the factorization of 10 n – 1 for 1 ≤ n ≤ 100. The data can be found in Table I.  This was an extremely useful tool for numbers with large n. 
[image: image17.wmf]
 Periods of Primes

Aristotle once said that the mathematical sciences exhibit order which is the greatest forms of beauty.  If this is true then this section of the project is as beautiful as a painting by Monet. 

We learned in elementary school that fractions can be turned into decimals simply by dividing.  What we did not learn, however, is that when we divide 1 by a prime number other than 2 or 5 we get a decimal that repeats.  The decimal may begin to repeat after 1, 2, or 100 digits, but it will repeat eventually.  When a decimal repeats itself, we say that the decimal is periodic [4].
Definition 3 A decimal has a period if at some point there is some finite sequence of digits that is repeated indefinitely [2].
Here are a few examples of repeated decimals and their respective periods.
[image: image18.wmf]
Example 6 


 1/7 = 0.142857 142857...  which repeats after 6 digits so the period is 6

 1/3 = 0.3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3...  which repeats after 1 digit so the period is 1

 1/37 = 0.027 027 027...  which repeats after 3 digits so the period is 3

As a part of this research project a list of prime numbers and their respective periods was generated and can be found in Table II.  The prime numbers that were studied and that are included in the table are only the primes that found in Table I.  
The following theorem is an amazing yet vital pillar of this project in that it connects prime numbers and their periods to not only repunit numbers but to the factorization thereof.  
Theorem 4  Let p be a prime integer other than 3.  Suppose the period of the decimal expansion of 1/p as a repeating decimal is T.  Then p is a factor of 111...111 (T ones) [3].
Proof:  If the period of 1/p is T, this means that 10 T ≡ 1 (mod p).  Thus 10 T −1 ≡ 0 (mod p).  By Theorem 1, then,

(10 − 1) × (10 T − 1 +...+ 10 2 + 10 + 1) ≡ 0 (mod p).  For p ≠ 3 we have that the greatest common divisor and 10 – 1 is 1, so (10 T − 1 +...+ 10 2 + 10 + 1) ≡ 0 (mod p) by Lemma 1.

What Theorem 4 is saying is that if we divide 1 by any prime number, we will get a repeating decimal.  The repeating decimal will then have a period.  If we create a repunit number made up of as many ones as the period of that decimal, then the original prime number is a factor of the repunit number.  From Example 6 we see that 1/37 has a period of 3, so 37 is a factor of 111 (which we can also write as 10 3 − 1).  In Example 5 we learned that 10 3 ≡ 1 (mod 37) which means that 37 is a factor of 1000 – 1 = 999 = 9 (111).   

This is extremely important because this is another way of finding factors of large repunit numbers.  This also works the other way around.  If we know that p is a factor of some 10 n − 1 then we can find the period of the 1/p, which is T. Then T will either equal n or be a factor of n.  Table II was generated in this fashion.  

Knowing the periods of 1/p is the key to factoring large composite numbers.  Because of Theorem 4 we know what one factor of 10 n − 1 is.  The findings of this research not only show this to be true but also found that p is a factor of  10 aT − 1, where aT is a multiple of T.  The following example may make this clearer.
Example 7  (10 6 − 1) = (3)(3)(7)(11)(13)(37)

7 has a period of 6 and is also a factor of (10 12 − 1), (10 18 − 1),...,(10 6a − 1)


11 has a period of 2 and is also a factor of (10 2 − 1), (10 4 − 1),...,(10 2a − 1)

13 has a period of 6 and is also a factor of (10 12 − 1), (10 18 − 1),...,(10 6a − 1)

37 has a period of 3 and is also a factor of (10 3 − 1), (10 6 − 1),...,(10 3a − 1)

We see that by the periods of the prime numbers we can actually find many factors of a given 10 n − 1 using this fact.

Clearly, the relationship between the primes, the periods, and the repunits is so strong that without either one of the three factoring the large repunits is nearly impossible.  In Table III a list of periods and their respective primes are given.
Conclusion

This research project attempted to explore a very important application of mathematics through the study of prime numbers and factoring repunit numbers.  The study looked at different methods of factoring such as using the Rational Root Theorem, the Sieve of Eratosthenes, Fermat's Little Theorem, and using Maple.  There was also an examination of the periods of prime numbers and their relation to factoring the repunits.  
While this is a focused study, it is significant in that it is part of a greater project that seeks to find methods of factoring very large composite numbers.  Such a project is necessary for the future of the security of banking, commerce, and national security.  Without this project the security of such could be in jeopardy.  The RSA system of public key encryption is a good example of the need for research in prime factorization.  The RSA system is a security system that is used by the government, banks, internet companies, and large companies to secure transactions.  This system encrypts and decrypts messages by the factorization of very large numbers.    Currently, there is no known algorithm for factoring large numbers in an acceptable amount of time.  This makes the RSA system very secure.  If, however, mathematicians or computer scientist discover a method for doing so there would be a enormous attempt to replace RSA system with a more secure one.  Clearly, this study, and others like it, is extremely significant because the security of so much is at stake.  Because of the rise of computer hackers mathematicians need to be several steps ahead when it comes to factoring.  This study is one of those steps.
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Table II
	Prime Number
	an, a =
	Period

	3
	3
	1

	7
	6
	6

	11
	2
	2

	13
	6
	6

	17
	16
	16

	19
	18
	18

	23
	23
	22

	29
	28
	28

	31
	30
	15

	37
	3
	3

	41
	5
	5

	43
	21
	21

	47
	46
	46

	53
	13
	13

	59
	58
	58

	61
	60
	60

	67
	33
	33

	71
	35
	35

	73
	8
	8

	79
	13
	13

	83
	41
	41

	89
	44
	44

	97
	96
	96

	101
	4
	4

	103
	68
	68

	107
	53
	53

	127
	42
	42

	137
	8
	8

	151
	75
	75

	157
	78
	78

	163
	81
	81

	173
	43
	43

	191
	95
	95

	197
	98
	98

	199
	99
	99

	211
	30
	30

	239
	7
	7

	241
	30
	30

	251
	50
	50

	271
	5
	5

	277
	69
	69

	281
	28
	28

	317
	78
	78

	353
	32
	32

	397
	99
	99

	449
	32
	32

	521
	52
	52

	547
	91
	91

	613
	51
	51

	617
	88
	88

	641
	32
	32

	733
	61
	61

	757
	27
	27

	859
	26
	26

	1231
	41
	41

	1289
	91
	91

	1321
	55
	55

	1409
	32
	32

	1933
	21
	21

	2161
	30
	30

	2531
	46
	46

	2689
	42
	42

	2791
	62
	62

	3169
	72
	72

	3191
	29
	29

	3541
	20
	20

	4003
	87
	87

	4013
	34
	34

	4093
	22
	22

	4201
	75
	75

	4637
	61
	61

	4649
	7
	7

	5051
	50
	50

	5237
	77
	77

	6163
	79
	79

	6397
	78
	78

	7253
	74
	74

	7841
	56
	56

	8779
	22
	22

	9091
	10
	10

	9397
	81
	81

	9901
	12
	12

	10271
	79
	79

	10837
	63
	63

	14197
	91
	91

	16763
	29
	29

	17837
	91
	91

	19841
	64
	64

	21319
	57
	57

	21401
	25
	25

	21649
	11
	11

	23311
	63
	63

	25601
	25
	25

	27961
	20
	20

	29611
	90
	90

	34849
	99
	99

	42043
	77
	77

	43037
	29
	29

	45613
	63
	63

	52579
	18
	18

	59281
	95
	95

	60101
	100
	100

	62003
	29
	29

	62921
	55
	55

	63841
	95
	95

	69857
	32
	32

	69857
	96
	96

	72559
	87
	87

	98641
	72
	72

	123551
	35
	35

	206209
	96
	96

	210631
	51
	51

	216451
	78
	78

	226549
	84
	84

	238681
	45
	45

	307627
	79
	79

	329401
	61
	61

	333667
	9
	9

	459691
	42
	42

	493121
	67
	67

	497867
	89
	89

	513239
	11
	11

	538987
	41
	41

	909091
	14
	14

	974293
	61
	61

	976193
	64
	64

	1527791
	43
	43

	1659431
	53
	53

	1676321
	40
	40

	2028119
	37
	37

	2071723
	17
	17

	2462401
	81
	81

	2906161
	15
	15

	3762091
	90
	90

	4147571
	70
	70

	4188901
	60
	60

	4262077
	91
	91

	5070721
	80
	80

	5882353
	16
	16

	6187457
	64
	64

	6943319
	31
	31

	7019801
	100
	100

	10749631
	57
	57

	10838689
	21
	21

	12004721
	97
	97

	28559389
	68
	68

	29920507
	77
	77

	35121409
	47
	47

	39526741
	60
	60

	45121231
	63
	63

	52986961
	51
	51

	57009401
	86
	86

	70541929
	54
	54

	83251631
	55
	55

	99990001
	24
	24

	103733951
	89
	89

	121499449
	28
	28

	247629013
	37
	37

	262533041
	85
	85

	265371653
	13
	7

	505885997
	49
	49

	599144041
	66
	66

	1052788969
	44
	44

	1056689261
	44
	44

	1058313049
	26
	26

	1360682471
	61
	61

	1491383821
	68
	68

	2182600451
	86
	86

	5363222357
	17
	17

	5964848081
	40
	40

	12171337159
	73
	73

	14175966169
	54
	54

	21993833369
	34
	34

	43442141653
	91
	91

	66554101249
	96
	96

	77843839397
	29
	29

	104984505733
	89
	89

	162503518711
	65
	65

	182521213001
	25
	25

	183411838171
	66
	66

	388847808493
	78
	78

	999999000001
	36
	36

	2559647034361
	59
	59

	3376147378267
	83
	83

	8119594779271
	85
	85

	8985695684401
	90
	90

	14103673319201
	100
	100

	18371524594609
	92
	92

	75118313082913
	96
	96

	78875943472201
	50
	50

	106007173861643
	61
	61

	203864078068831
	69
	69

	422650073734453
	74
	74

	440334654777631
	27
	27

	549797184491917
	46
	46

	676421558270641
	81
	81

	834427406578561
	64
	64

	1680588011350901
	100
	100

	1921436048294281
	63
	63

	1963506722254397
	43
	43

	2324557465671829
	68
	68

	3199044596370769
	72
	72

	9999999900000001
	48
	48

	13168164561429877
	51
	51

	102598800232111471
	35
	35

	265212793249617641
	70
	70

	296557347313446299
	74
	74

	316877365766624209
	91
	91

	722817036322379041
	76
	76

	909090909090909091
	38
	38

	1111111111111111111
	19
	19

	1325815267337711173
	53
	53

	1344628210313298373
	66
	66

	1369778187490592461
	76
	76

	1855193842151350117
	73
	73

	2140992015395526641
	43
	43

	2670502781396266997
	82
	82

	4185502830133110721
	45
	45

	4458192223320340849
	84
	84

	7061709990156159479
	61
	61

	49172195536083790769
	79
	79

	57336415063790604359
	31
	31

	79863595778924342083
	67
	67

	127522001020150503761
	56
	56

	1900381976777332243781
	52
	52

	2212394296770203368013
	37
	37

	3404193829806058997303
	82
	82

	11111111111111111111111
	23
	23

	900900900900990990990991
	39
	39

	1300635692678058358830121
	55
	55

	3931123022305129377976519
	57
	57

	5078554966026315671444089
	89
	89

	7306116556571817748755241
	86
	86

	19721061166646717498359681
	80
	80

	47198858799491425660200071
	53
	53

	110742186470530054291318013
	91
	91

	130654897808007778425046117
	81
	81

	154083204930662557781201849
	58
	58

	1289981231950849543985493631
	95
	95

	1595352086329224644348978893
	69
	69

	4181003300071669867932658901
	92
	92

	9512538508624154373682136329
	83
	83

	201763709900322803748657942361
	41
	41

	241573142393627673576957439049
	71
	71

	909090909090909090909090909091
	62
	62

	965194617121640791456070347951751
	95
	95

	1976730144598190963568023014679333
	49
	49

	15763985553739191709164170940063151
	75
	75

	846035731396919233767211537899097169
	97
	97

	5538396997364024056286510640780600481
	65
	65

	16205834846012967584927082656402106953
	88
	88

	316362908763458525001406154038726382279
	47
	47

	403513310222809053284932818475878953159
	89
	89

	5076141624365532994918781726395939035533
	98
	98

	28213380943176667001263153660999177245677
	67
	67

	45994811347886846310221728895223034301839
	71
	71

	346895716385857804544741137394505425384477
	83
	83

	422210011940553017017931190291488789678081
	85
	85

	3660574762725521461527140564875080461079917
	79
	79

	49207341634646326934001739482502131487446637
	73
	73

	136614668576002329371496447555915740910181043
	77
	77

	4340876285657460212144534289928559826755746751
	59
	59

	310170251658029759045157793237339498342763245483
	87
	87

	362853724342990469324766235474268869786311886053883
	99
	99

	109399846855370537540339266843070119107662296580348039
	97
	97

	900900900900900900900900900900990990990990990990990990990991
	93
	93


Table III

	Period
	Prime Number
	an, a =

	1
	3
	3

	2
	11
	2

	3
	37
	3

	4
	101
	4

	5
	41
	5

	 
	271
	5

	6
	7
	6

	 
	13
	6

	7
	239
	7

	 
	4649
	7

	 
	265371653
	13

	8
	73
	8

	 
	137
	8

	9
	333667
	9

	10
	9091
	10

	11
	21649
	11

	 
	513239
	11

	12
	9901
	12

	13
	53
	13

	 
	79
	13

	14
	909091
	14

	15
	31
	30

	 
	2906161
	15

	16
	17
	16

	 
	5882353
	16

	17
	2071723
	17

	 
	5363222357
	17

	18
	19
	18

	 
	52579
	18

	19
	1111111111111111111
	19

	20
	3541
	20

	 
	27961
	20

	21
	43
	21

	 
	1933
	21

	 
	10838689
	21

	22
	23
	23

	 
	4093
	22

	 
	8779
	22

	23
	11111111111111111111111
	23

	24
	99990001
	24

	25
	21401
	25

	 
	25601
	25

	 
	182521213001
	25

	26
	859
	26

	 
	1058313049
	26

	27
	757
	27

	 
	440334654777631
	27

	28
	29
	28

	 
	281
	28

	 
	121499449
	28

	29
	3191
	29

	 
	16763
	29

	 
	43037
	29

	 
	62003
	29

	 
	77843839397
	29

	30
	211
	30

	 
	241
	30

	 
	2161
	30

	31
	6943319
	31

	 
	57336415063790604359
	31

	32
	353
	32

	 
	449
	32

	 
	641
	32

	 
	1409
	32

	 
	69857
	32

	33
	67
	33

	34
	4013
	34

	 
	21993833369
	34

	35
	71
	35

	 
	123551
	35

	 
	102598800232111471
	35

	36
	999999000001
	36

	37
	2028119
	37

	 
	247629013
	37

	 
	2212394296770203368013
	37

	38
	909090909090909091
	38

	39
	900900900900990990990991
	39

	40
	1676321
	40

	 
	5964848081
	40

	41
	83
	41

	 
	1231
	41

	 
	538987
	41

	 
	201763709900322803748657942361
	41

	42
	127
	42

	 
	2689
	42

	 
	459691
	42

	43
	173
	43

	 
	1527791
	43

	 
	1963506722254397
	43

	 
	2140992015395526641
	43

	44
	89
	44

	 
	1052788969
	44

	 
	1056689261
	44

	45
	238681
	45

	 
	4185502830133110721
	45

	46
	47
	46

	 
	2531
	46

	 
	549797184491917
	46

	47
	35121409
	47

	 
	316362908763458525001406154038726382279
	47

	48
	9999999900000001
	48

	49
	505885997
	49

	 
	1976730144598190963568023014679333
	49

	50
	251
	50

	 
	5051
	50

	 
	78875943472201
	50

	51
	613
	51

	 
	210631
	51

	 
	52986961
	51

	 
	13168164561429877
	51

	52
	521
	52

	 
	1900381976777332243781
	52

	53
	107
	53

	 
	1659431
	53

	 
	1325815267337711173
	53

	 
	47198858799491425660200071
	53

	54
	70541929
	54

	 
	14175966169
	54

	55
	1321
	55

	 
	62921
	55

	 
	83251631
	55

	 
	1300635692678058358830121
	55

	56
	7841
	56

	 
	127522001020150503761
	56

	57
	21319
	57

	 
	10749631
	57

	 
	3931123022305129377976519
	57

	58
	59
	58

	 
	154083204930662557781201849
	58

	59
	2559647034361
	59

	 
	4340876285657460212144534289928559826755746751
	59

	60
	61
	60

	 
	4188901
	60

	 
	39526741
	60

	61
	733
	61

	 
	4637
	61

	 
	329401
	61

	 
	974293
	61

	 
	1360682471
	61

	 
	106007173861643
	61

	 
	7061709990156159479
	61

	62
	2791
	62

	 
	909090909090909090909090909091
	62

	63
	10837
	63

	 
	23311
	63

	 
	45613
	63

	 
	45121231
	63

	 
	1921436048294281
	63

	64
	19841
	64

	 
	976193
	64

	 
	6187457
	64

	 
	834427406578561
	64

	65
	162503518711
	65

	 
	5538396997364024056286510640780600481
	65

	66
	599144041
	66

	 
	183411838171
	66

	 
	1344628210313298373
	66

	67
	493121
	67

	 
	79863595778924342083
	67

	 
	28213380943176667001263153660999177245677
	67

	68
	103
	68

	 
	28559389
	68

	 
	1491383821
	68

	 
	2324557465671829
	68

	69
	277
	69

	 
	203864078068831
	69

	 
	1595352086329224644348978893
	69

	70
	4147571
	70

	 
	265212793249617641
	70

	71
	241573142393627673576957439049
	71

	 
	45994811347886846310221728895223034301839
	71

	72
	3169
	72

	 
	98641
	72

	 
	3199044596370769
	72

	73
	12171337159
	73

	 
	1855193842151350117
	73

	 
	49207341634646326934001739482502131487446637
	73

	74
	7253
	74

	 
	422650073734453
	74

	 
	296557347313446299
	74

	75
	151
	75

	 
	4201
	75

	 
	15763985553739191709164170940063151
	75

	76
	722817036322379041
	76

	 
	1369778187490592461
	76

	77
	5237
	77

	 
	42043
	77

	 
	29920507
	77

	 
	136614668576002329371496447555915740910181043
	77

	78
	157
	78

	 
	317
	78

	 
	6397
	78

	 
	216451
	78

	 
	388847808493
	78

	79
	6163
	79

	 
	10271
	79

	 
	307627
	79

	 
	49172195536083790769
	79

	 
	3660574762725521461527140564875080461079917
	79

	80
	5070721
	80

	 
	19721061166646717498359681
	80

	81
	163
	81

	 
	9397
	81

	 
	2462401
	81

	 
	676421558270641
	81

	 
	130654897808007778425046117
	81

	82
	2670502781396266997
	82

	 
	3404193829806058997303
	82

	83
	3376147378267
	83

	 
	9512538508624154373682136329
	83

	 
	346895716385857804544741137394505425384477
	83

	84
	226549
	84

	 
	4458192223320340849
	84

	85
	262533041
	85

	 
	8119594779271
	85

	 
	422210011940553017017931190291488789678081
	85

	86
	57009401
	86

	 
	2182600451
	86

	 
	7306116556571817748755241
	86

	87
	4003
	87

	 
	72559
	87

	 
	310170251658029759045157793237339498342763245483
	87

	88
	617
	88

	 
	16205834846012967584927082656402106953
	88

	89
	497867
	89

	 
	103733951
	89

	 
	104984505733
	89

	 
	5078554966026315671444089
	89

	 
	403513310222809053284932818475878953159
	89

	90
	29611
	90

	 
	3762091
	90

	 
	8985695684401
	90

	91
	547
	91

	 
	1289
	91

	 
	14197
	91

	 
	17837
	91

	 
	4262077
	91
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I am senior currently pursuing my degree in Secondary Education with a concentration in English Literature, minoring in English as a Second Language.  Because of the McNair Program, I have decided to continue my education in Reading and Literacy Development.  The McNair Program has afforded me many opportunities to explore education beyond my undergraduate degree.  

When conducting my summer research, I wanted to give up and quit.  My words of encouragement would be to put everything down when that moment arises and breath, then pick it back up again and FINISH.  My character was challenged throughout the process and I would not trade that experience for the world.   I challenge you to stay focused and take full advantage of what the McNair Program has to offer, it will pay off at the end.  Dr. Loundmon, McNair Instructor, often said, “Start with the end in mind”.   I can’t help but to smile at the chance to walk across the stage to “Latoya Teague, Doctorate Degree in Education”.  
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In the case of a beach, water and land meet and are clearly distinguishable from each other.  To better illustrate this, water and land have specific purposes for their separation.  There are situations that allow the two to come into acquaintance but there are places when water must be water and land has to be land.  Circumstances that allow for water to bond with land are showers, drinking fountains, rainy days, and several of others places.  This relationship is similar to African American Vernacular English and Standard English.  They too, have times when the two will meet but there are also times when Standard English must be spoken and African American Vernacular English can be spoken in the African American community.  Code switching are the skills that allow the speaker to select the proper spoken dialect in the appropriate setting.  Code switching is a principle which allows students to alternate between Standard English and African American Vernacular English.  Code switching is a practice that should be taught in the classroom setting.    In order to appropriately respect language, one must acknowledge the use of one dialect in order to build on another.   

Problem
African American students are being taught in American classrooms and are discredited because of the dialect contrast of AAVE and Standard English.  They often clash in the classroom and as a result, African American students suffer.


In a Detroit High School setting where the students are predominately African American, most of the students speak AAVE.  Not only is the dialect similar among the students in the schools, but in the homes of the students there are many similarities.  In an interview with an educator in a public school, the teacher states, “the students today, force you to take them as they are no matter where they are and they do not try to switch for anyone” (Interview, 2009, p. 1) Code switching is a skill that must be mastered by African American high school students because they are constantly faced with standardized test, going to college, and job interviews where Standard English is expected.  The interviewer goes on to state: “I don’t see my students engaging in code switching.  I don’t think that they are aware that they are suppose to change behaviors when they are in different groups of people, their just always who they are”(Interview, 2009, p. 1)  To nurture them in this practice, students need teachers who are open minded and able to accommodate these needs.    

  In context, it may be most appropriate to use African American Vernacular English (AAVE).  AAVE is commonly used in African American homes and in many social settings.  Then there are times when the African American must go to a job interview or has a paper to present in class and his/her language must abruptly change to reflect the setting appropriate.  This sudden switch to Standard English is a necessary tool for survival in mainstream culture.  In Becoming Adept at Codeswitching, Rebecca Wheeler states “actively code-switching is assessing the needs of the setting (the time, place, audience, and communicative purpose) and intentionally choosing the appropriate language style for that setting” (2008, p. 57).  One problem that African American students face is constant use of the AAVE dialect then having to switch for writing or switch for speaking in the proper setting.  Code switching behaviors should be practiced in the classroom. Teachers must take on the role of properly teaching students how to manipulate dialects to carry out the practice of code switching.  This research is going to examine the status of AAVE in the American classroom.  It will also distinguish characteristics of Standard English and African American Vernacular English.  By comparing and contrasting the properties of both, we will examine code switching and the role that educators can play to direct this practice.  

Imagine one piece of land, from the above illustration, representing AAVE.  African American Vernacular English has its own features separated from another piece of land (Standard English) by a massive body of water.  "Ain't nobody home" is a phrase taken from African American Venacular English by John R. Rickford (1999, p.8).  In this book Rickford examines several features of the dialect known as African American Vernacular English.  It is also important to note that dialect differences also occur within social classes.  This will not be a focus of attention in this paper.  Sociolinguists are concerned with the use of the language and dialect.  They have and continue to study the patterns of AAVE and other linguistic variations in different social settings.  Sociolinguists establish that the domains of AAVE include conversation with peer groups, home, and several informal settings including parties, bars, playgrounds, gossiping circles, hanging out, and several other realms.  The use of double negatives is a common practice relied upon in the African American circle of working class individuals.  Another example of this common linguistic variation is “Aint nothin happenin today”.  A popular and socially accepted element in AAVE  is the use of invariant be for future "will be" as in "He be here tomorrow" (Rickford, 1999, p. 6) and the absence of possessive –s demonstrated in “thats Taylor bike”.  Rickford indicates that the absence of possessive –s is demonstrated in the combining of two nouns, in our case Taylor and bike.  The practice of invariant “be” is common in the vernacular and Rickford et al. (2000) in Spoken Soul says it stands as one of many sign posts for Black English (p. 113).  The text goes on to mention that the use of “be” replaces forms (am, is, are, was, were) according to subjects (I, you, he/she/it, we, they).  The vernacular has syntactic structure like any other living language.  One key rule that Rickford et al. (2000) points out is in the statement, “John aint going”, it cannot be converted to “Aint John goin” (p. 92) with both statements having the same meaning.  The first is a statement; the second of the two is a question.  This is a key demonstration of AAVE having structure, governed by rules.  

 The linguistic characteristics of AAVE dialect become intermingled into students writing.   To understand code switching or to carry out the practice of code switching for African American students, one must first come to understand the dialect spoken.  The dialect that is maintained in the black community is often referred to as African American Vernacular English or African American English (Godley, Sweetland, & Wheeler 2006).  This language is culturally rich and full of purpose in the Black Community.  Group identity is defined in the language that is protected in the Black Community.  In explaining the history of AAVE, John Rickford mentions that the use of Black English can be traced from several possibilities.  One that he acknowledges is the use of punishment and abiding laws that were placed on the slaves during the 18th century.  As a result of this severe punishment, blacks started to generate resentment that led to a crystallization of a black identity expressed, through a distinctive vernacular. (Rickford & Rickford, 2000, p. 135) One possibility is that this AAVE could be developed from this attempt to protect group identity.  Spoken Soul by John and Russell Rickford also takes history as far as the 17th century to the British Slave Trade.  Rickford acknowledges the different destinations to which the slaves were carried during the British Slave Trade.  He mentions the development of Creole that starts as what is called a pidgin.  Rickford et al. (2000) defines a pidgin as the mixture of languages to form a simplified version of the dominant language (Spoken Soul, p. 132).  The text goes on to state: “If that pidgin is acquired and used as a native language, it is called a Creole”.  African American Vernacular English is known as a Creole that borrows from several dialects to form a simplified dialect of English.  The community embraces this Creole and forms a protected shield around its usage.  Black entertainment in its optimum state embraces the use of AAVE to direct its power in the community.  This power is maintained in the lyrics of many hip hop songs, it is also manifested at the dinner tables and the school lunch rooms.  Early studies of literature have examples of the dialect of slaves, written by white people.  Not only are rappers using the linguistic structures of AAVE in their raps but singers, preachers, actors, etc.  constantly acknowledge the vernacular dialect in the black community when delivering their message.  John Baugh in Out of the Mouths of Slaves (1999) speaks of an idea called Lyric Shuffle.  The SE lyrics of their favorite songs of the students are used to teach vocabulary and phonics.  He argues that manipulating oral language is the way to improve written language.  Baugh states, “through general discussion of the lyrics as texts, instructors have yet another vehicle to introduce students to difficult linguistic topics” (1999, p. 36).  One activity that could be done in the classroom is to pull vocabulary out of the lyrics, define and discuss the terms, and create sentences, poems, or songs using those same words in another context.  This could be turned into a dice game where the choice of the number of words that must be used in the sentence, poem, or song depends on the number that the dice is rolled on.  Using this technique is ultimately building on the literacy skills of African American students and as a result, the linguistic skills are developed.          

Then, as a result of this repetitive use of AAVE, writing is continuously affected,   resulting in poor grades and an increase in students doubt in their abilities in school. Not only are poor grades an outcome but often students are placed in special education classrooms.  A case worth noting took place in Ann Arbor, Michigan in 1979.  “Eleven African-American plaintiffs had been placed in remedial special education classes based on alleged pathological linguistic evaluations that failed to take into account their linguistic heritage as speakers of African American vernacular English (Baugh, 1998, p. 282).   If for no other reason, it is extremely important for teachers to make the connection between the home language and the school language as Mary Berger (1996, p. x) argues. 
The other piece of land represents Standard English.  Standard English (SE) shares many properties and features of AAVE.  Standard English would explain the above statements as grammatically incorrect sentences.  "Aint nobody home" would refer to a sentence in SE which says, "Nobody is home" (Rickford, 1999, p. 8).  This type of colloquial talk is constantly referenced in writing and speech in the classroom.  If students are made aware of what the standards are, they can adapt to the writing patterns.  In Standard English and the Politics of language, there is mention of the start of the English language in America.  In deciding who is capable of establishing the standard, Herman Paul is quoted: “the capacity [of English] to serve as a model must be restricted to the educated classes of the district in question” (Crowley, 2003, p. 124).  The educated people in America were relied upon in the early 18th century to deliver the standard and in school that standard must be maintained.  Wheeler & Swords (2004) argue, "what we call the standard is the language variety associated with middle class, educated, native speakers of the region” (p. 473).  Because the standard is set, it is up to the teachers and students to master it in order to retrieve the benefits of their society.  "We use the term Standard English to refer to the dialects of English valued in the school, business, government, and the media because it is the term most commonly used in educational and linguistic research" (Godley et al., 2006, p. 30).  Sociolinguistic domains of SE include job interviews, classroom, standardized testing, formal writing, and several other formal settings: business meetings, government round tables, news reporting, etc.   Standard English has rules for the grammar, spelling, vocabulary, and pronunciation in the language.  The development of the English language is pertinent to the key elements.  Writing and speaking are parallel in their value for gaining access to the necessary resources available in mainstream culture.    Standard English is the means for gaining this access.  Along with teaching students SE, teachers must also understand the appropriateness of the setting.  Characteristics of Standard English include morphological, grammatical, and phonological rules.  In the previous example, thats Taylor bike, adding the grammatical feature, apostrophe -s, to Taylor marks possession of the bike as it belongs to Taylor.  Rules of morphology are clearly defined in the collective terms dog, dogs, and doghouse.  The marking “s” on dogs, signals plurality to dog, changing the meaning from one dog to more than one dog.  Also, morpheme “house” in doghouse, changes the meaning from the animal, dog, to the place where the dog resides.  A morpheme is the smallest linguistic unit added to a word giving it a different meaning.  Standard English has morphological rules that change the meaning of the word and has a specific purpose in a phrase or sentence.  Phonological rules are governed in the sounds produced in the forming of a word.  A word is best demonstrated in the sound produced when speaking the language.   Phonology, morphology, and grammar are the foundation of Standard English.  They define characteristics of Standard English and are often overlooked when teaching the English language in public education classrooms.    

In Teach Standard, too, Mary Berger states “a linguistic truth is as follow: Language standards are established because of social dictates, not because of inherent linguistic superiority” (1996, p. x).  It is ok to teach the students that society dictates the use of Standard English.  Make it clear in a classroom discussion of the purpose of their learning this variety of English. Oftentimes students are required to carry out a task but not given the tools to make sure the task is sufficient.   Mary Berger goes on to argue that “acquisition of standard English must also precede the expectation of using it on standardized tests- the same standardized tests that dictate the decisions we make regarding students' intelligence, talents, potential and where they belong in a school's tracking system” (1996, p. xii)
What is the Solution?

Considering our previous illustration of water and land, bridges are often in place where one piece of land (AAVE) and another piece of land (Standard English) are separated by water.  Code switching plays the same role as the bridge. The literature defines code switching as “the use of two or more linguistic varieties in the same conversation or interaction” (Koch, Gross, & Kolts, 2001).  Wheeler & Swords (2004) defines code switching as using language patterns appropriate to context.  Codeswitching, like Standard English and African American Vernacular English, is rule governed and structured.  Codeswitching is motivated by the need to adjust language to the  social context.  According to Carol Myers-Scotton, two models are widely studied in the linguistic field, the Conversation Analysis approach and the Markedness Model to Codeswitching (1997, p. 476).  The Conversation Analysis model examines the sequential organization of the interaction, studying the switch in positions of pauses and length, as well as to what the opposing speaker contributes (1997, p. 479).    The articles goes on to argue the second model, the Markedness Model in that it studies the socio-phychological motivations for codeswitching.  To further understand how the mind interprets codeswitching, Markedness Models recognizes that speakers and listeners debates between marked and unmarked choices that guides them in interpreting the correct linguistic choice for the proper setting (p. 477).  Conversation Analysis Model and Markedness Model are important to research because they investigate the reasons why the mind decides to make certain linguistic decisions.  The Models are equally important to the African American classroom because students need to understand having access to several dialects is a benefit.    The maintenance of several dialects is an advantage to African American students and must be taught for the students to embrace the use of several dialects.  Another theory that profits from an explanation of codeswitching behavior is the Communication Accomodation Theory developed by Howard Giles (Whaley & Samter, 2009, p. 326).  This theory acknowledges the different ways “we accommodate our communication in order to create, maintain, or decrease social distance in interaction” (2009, p. 326).  Giles argue that we constantly converge (add) and diverge (subtract) of our speech as flexible to the social settings demands.    This means that if a speaker is in search of access to or gaining from a social setting, he/she is likely to converge to the linguistic needs of the setting.  
In Talkin that Talk, Geneva Smitherman argues that the rationale for codeswitching is that this world is one in which Black students must master the prestige dialect if they are to partake of that socioeconomic mobility for which America is world renowned (2000, p. 123).  In supporting her argument, I would argue that it is necessary that students learn to use Standard English in order to survive in a country where the standard is set.  This is where code-switching plays its role in enriching the student body with a diverse range of "talks" to rely on.  It is like going to a linguistic box and having lots of treasures, rather than just one.  In the interview mentioned above, the teacher argues that the positive aspects of students being able to code switch is that it makes them pay attention to other people and more aware of what is going on around them (Interview, 2009, p. 2).  To enrich this practice, educators must teach the standard and not assume that students already know it.  Taking on this role should especially be the priority for teachers in the African American classroom.   
 To gain access, African American student must adapt to the nature of the setting they are practically involved in.    Code switching is the tool to obtain in order to teach students how to write an essay for a state mandated test as well as classroom writing assignments, to teach African American students to speak according to the standards for interviews, and to speak the dialect necessary for a classroom setting.  Many linguists argue that language varieties must be taught in the African American community, rather than writing the AAVE off as unintelligent.  Wheeler & Sword states: "But to perceive this, we must let go of blinding conventional assumptions.  Only then can we build upon the strengths of the language each child brings to school" (2004, p. 474).   Teachers must employ an attitude to nurture our children into the practice of code switching rather than correcting every statement the child makes in the classroom.  
A common mistake noted in teachers behavior towards students who write in the same dialect they speak in, is apparent in the red pen demonstration.  The Red pen demonstration was the teachers’ way of correcting students writing by using the red pen making several marks on the paper.  The red pen demonstration is symbolic of the psychological stress that African American students endure in just their everyday living in using the dialect.  A similar stress was mention in the Ann Arbor trial, mentioned earlier.  In the case, the African American students were ruled as “linguistically disabled” and therefore placed in special education classrooms. (Mufwene et al., 1998, pg. 283)  The text goes on to state that this placement was within the law but Judge Joiner, who presided over the case, decided his ruling based on “teachers that did not acknowledge sources of educational difficulty that could be traced to the linguistic heritage of the plaintiffs” (Mufwene et el., 1998, pg. 283) The case ruled against the teachers and required that they learn the dialect and teach standard English accordingly.    
 
As we take an adventure on the bridge, educators are crossing first.  They are getting students from the land known as African American Vernacular English and slowly taking them to the land known as Standard English, by way of the bridge known as Codeswitching.  The first attempt is in understanding what a dialect is.  In an article, Codeswitching: Tools of Language and Culture Transform the dialectally Diverse Classroom, Wheeler & Sword(2004) define dialect as a variety of language associated with a particular regional or social group (p. 473).  Giving emphasis to the ideas of dialect, students must understand that they have to incorporate this standard into their mindset so that they aren't quick to categorize themselves with low value.  This is detrimental because as soon as African American students start to employ this way of thinking, they are soon to become it.  Godley, et al. (2006) states, "long established linguistics research has demonstrated that all dialects are equally structured and logical, though they may vary in pronunciation, vocabulary, or grammatical patterns”(p. 30).  While teaching the use of varied dialects, teachers should integrate the ideas that the AAVE has structure and must be spoken in the appropriate setting, on the land known as AAVE.     
 In Teach Standard Too, Mary Berger writes, "When I ask them why it is important to hold on to their first speaking styles, my students always know the answers: self identity; a primal and permanent connection to family, community, culture and history; the human need for gut-level verbal comfort” (1996).  To help African American students preserve this self-identity, teachers should honor the home language and make an effort in understanding it to engage the students.  Geneva Smiterman  in Talkin that Talk states, “after African Americans were emancipated and granted citizenship, there were (and continue to be) profound implications for a group with a lifetime suntan trying to forge an identity and a life in the midst of the European American population which for decades had found them lacking the necessities of intellect and morality” (1999, pg 43).  This will be a difficult task for teachers to pursue, but it is necessary.
The emphasis on the teacher to teach students the use of different dialects is important because a quarter of the students’ day is with a teacher who must evaluate their performance.  How are teachers able to grade a writing prompt harshly if they have not taught the rules of the standard?  In my interview with an African American teacher of a predominantly African American high school, the teacher claimed that she explains to her students the importance of being “bilingual” as she put it; in other words knowing how to code switch.  She often states to her students, “they [people of higher rank] expect you to speak in dialect, they expect you to use poor grammar, they don’t expect you to use any type of intelligence, SAT type words” (Interview, 2009, p. 3).  One key solution would be for teachers to tell the students what society thinks of African Americans that use AAVE in inappropriate settings, interviews, standardized test, or presentations.  Teachers must devote time to teaching the value of being able to code switch.  In the interview, the teacher notes several negative labels given to students by their peers if they are able to speak Standard English.  The terms include: “talking white”, “selling out”, or often stated, “you talk like you know stuff or you talk like you intelligent”.  This mind set must be annihilated in order to master SE and feel comfortable switching between AAVE and SE.  Students are often discouraged by their peers when they attempt to speak the standard.  Teachers must address this issue so that Standard English is embraced as well as AAVE.  In the interview, my respondent argues that code switching makes students vulnerable around their peers especially if their peers do not switch between dialects.  It is stated in an article titled Black Self Love, Language, and the Teacher Education Dilemma that, “The African American community and culture comprised a kind of cultural womb, protecting her from the impact of mainstream power” (Meacham, 2000, p. 580)   In the interview mentioned above, the instructor noted the significance of this practice stating, “a cultural womb makes you feel very comfortable with who you are in your community” (Interview, 2009, p. 4).  This cultural womb must learn to embrace the standard as well.  I would argue that it is the teacher’s job to protect the home dialect while coherently teaching Standard English.  Knowing the home language is imperative for a teacher to relate to students in a predominantly African American classroom.  One way of reaching the students is using the Contrastive Analysis approach.  Wheeler & Swords (2004) defines contrastive analysis as strategically contrasting language varieties (p. 474).  The articles goes on to argue that students were able to learn the detailed differences between Standard English and AAVE by, as Rickford mentions, limiting AAVE intrusions into their Standard English usage.  Contrastive Analysis is a very useful tool in nurturing African American students into the practice of speaking the dialect appropriate for the setting.  If this theory is embraced more in the African American classroom, students will feel more comfortable in the use of language varieties.  One way to teach the difference between the language dialect of Standard English and African American Vernacular English is through narrative writing.  Wheeler & Sword (2004) acknowledges, “After contrasting several different grammatical patterns and reading literature reflecting differing language varieties, it was time for students to implement their new understandings of language varieties in dialogues within their own writing” (p. 477).  This teaching strategy is a great way to engage students, by first showing them differing dialects in the reading, then asking the students to write a narrative coming up with conversation of formal and informal speech in their writing.  The teacher should remind the student that the dialect must reflect the setting that the character is speaking in the writing exercise.  The article conditions the reader to understand that contrastive analysis approach is also exercising the students’ analytical and critical thinking skills.  To enhance these skills, it is very important to have discussions about English, AAVE, and code switching in the African American Classroom.  Students should be able to define these terms in the contexts of learning language varieties.  Suresh Canagarajah argues in “Language Diversity in the Classroom” that, “If teachers want to know what their students think about English, for example, they need only invite them to write about it”(2003, p.97).  Teachers are encouraged to create an environment where students are able to freely write about specific topics such as dialect, Standard English, code switching, etc.  The text goes on to argue, “journal writing at the beginning of class is a productive way to get students thinking about topics for discussion” (p. 97).  Another valuable teaching strategy would be to emphasize the importance of setting.  The paper has defined sociolinguistic domains where AAVE is spoken and where SE is spoken.  In defining the use of the two contrasting dialects, it is very important to emphasize the setting restrictions.  Students should be able to recognize domains and know when to use AAVE and when to use SE.             


Conclusion   

As the bridge is crossed from African American vernacular English to Standard English and vise versa, African American students will acknowledge the correct usage of the proper dialect based on the setting.  Many solutions have been given as to why Code Switching is the means for obtaining this access.  Educators are the primary source for ushering this practice in, and must daily organize instruction around manipulating dialects to produce variability in African American speech.  In studying early usage of Standard English, Crowley states, “If standard English was defined as the language of the educated class of British society then it was also the case that a non- or sub- standard (AAVE) variety was ascribed to the uneducated and the poor” (2003, p. 127-128).  This was the thought of the time and continues to be in 21st century America, today.  Educators must craft the classroom into a place where, as stated earlier, the home language, AAVE, is acknowledged as working counter- productive with the use of the school language, Standard English.  In addressing the problems of the American classroom for the African American students, allow the bridge (Code Switching) to constantly be used to cross from land (AAVE) to land (Standard English). 
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